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Internationally, Palestine refugees enjoy a distinguished legal status among the rest of the world’s
refugees. The United Nations is providing them with enhanced international protection because
of its implied feeling of partial responsibility for the plight of the Palestinian people caused by
General Assembly resolution 181 (1947). The United Nations issued its famous Resolution No.
194, which recognized Palestinian refugees’ right to return if they so desired, as well as the
right to compensation for those who did not. In order to implement this decision, the United
Nations established two international bodies for Palestinian refugees, namely the United Nations
Conciliation Commission for Palestine (UNCCP) and the United Nations Relief and Works Agency
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). Based on Resolution 194, the United Nations
asked the former committee to find a permanent solution for the refugees and asked the second
one to provide aid and relief to them until a permanent solution is reached.

While UNRWA continued to provide international assistance to Palestinian refugees in its main
areas of operations, the reconciliation committee stopped carrying out any significant activities in
search of a permanent solution for them. This situation caused a “protection gap” that Palestinian
refugees are suffering from compared to others in different places, where there is now no active
international body looking for a permanent solution to their case and their international protection
is limited to providing international assistance through UNRWA.

Although international protection for Palestinian refugees is limited to the provision of humanitarian
aid, this international agency (UNRWA) has been suffering for several years from several financial
crises that have restricted the type and level of services it provides to Palestinian refugees in its
five areas of operations. In fact, Palestinian refugees are left coping with the restricted provision
of their basic rights, which has made their conditions even more difficult.



directed at the camps in particular. Although international protection for Palestinian refugees is
limited to the provision of humanitarian aid, this international agency (UNRWA) has been suffering
for several years from several financial crises that have restricted the type and level of services
it provides to Palestinian refugees in its five areas of operations. In fact, Palestinian refugees are
left coping with the restricted provision of their basic rights, which has made their conditions
even more difficult.

The Palestinian refugees in Lebanon are also facing catastrophic living conditions. There are 211
thousand Palestinian refugees living inside and outside the 12 refugee camps, including 180
thousand Palestinian refugees from Lebanon and 31 thousand Palestinian refugees from Syria.
Despite having lived in Lebanon for decades, they are defenceless against political tensions
within the Lebanese political system. This is what makes the Lebanese State withhold most
of their fundamental rights, such as education, health, property ownership, work and others.
According to applicable Lebanese law, these refugees are considered “foreigners residing in
the Lebanese zone.” This left Palestinian refugees in Lebanon destitute, without housing, health
care, or education, among other things.

As Lebanon’s economic crisis deepens, Palestinian refugees are harshly affected. In fact, 93% of
refugees are suffering from extreme poverty, and their situation is considered the worst among
all areas of UNRWA operations. This was explicitly confirmed by the Commissioner-General of
UNRWA, Philippe Lazzarini, who referred to the situation of the Palestinian refugees in Lebanon
as “extremely dangerous.” People are dying slowly; many of them cannot afford medicines or
participate in sharing the cost of treatment, especially for chronic diseases and cancer. They are
witnessing unprecedented levels of poverty and coping with unemployment as a result of one
of the worst economic crises in modern history. Moreover, the spread of cholera leads to acute
hardship and disability.

As for Palestinian refugees in Syria, the armed conflict has had a severe impact on them. During
the hardship, about 438,000 refugees have been internally displaced, and more than 95% are in
urgent need of humanitarian aid to meet their basic needs. Up to 280,000 Palestinian refugees
from Syria are currently internally displaced, with another 120,000 displaced to neighboring
countries such as Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey, Egypt, and, increasingly, Europe. What added to the
suffering of the Palestinian refugees fleeing to Syria was the response of Jordan, which closed
its doors to them at the beginning of the ongoing conflict, followed by Lebanon in May 2015. It
is worth mentioning that there are 31,000 Palestinian refugees from Syria breathing in Lebanon,
facing an unstable and marginalized situation, and depending heavily on UNRWA to meet their
basic needs.

But in Jordan, there are ten official camps for Palestinian refugees, four of which were established
after the 1948 war, and the other six camps were established after the 1967 war, in addition to
three other camps that are unrecognized by UNRWA. Although Palestinian refugees in Jordan
have full rights, there are still two groups of Palestinian refugees who need their legal status in
Jordan resolved; they are approximately 100,000 Gaza Strip Palestinians who were displaced
to Jordan during the 1967 war and need to renew their temporary residence permit. This is in
addition to the Palestinian refugees who came from Syria after the outbreak of the Syrian crisis
and whom Jordan refuses to consider refugees.



In addition to keeping the bodies of Palestinian martyrs, Israel also violates international law by
stealing their organs, utilizing them in Israeli research facilities for medical procedures, and then
transplanting them into Jewish patients. Israeli physician Meir Weiss claims that Israeli researchers
use the organs of Palestinian martyrs in medical schools at Hebrew universities.

It is important to note that the Israeli occupation authority utilizes the bodies of the martyrs as a form
of collective punishment against the Palestinian people still alive as well as a means of extortion
from the Palestinian people in order to further its own security and political objectives. Additionally,
the Israeli Supreme Court upheld the validity of the political and security judgments regarding the
withholding of the bodies, viewing them as potential hostages for trade and exchange.

There is no question that the Israeli policy of holding onto the bodies of the martyrs is a blatant violation
of the texts, goals, and objectives of public and humanitarian international law, which required the
occupation authorities to commit to burying the Palestinian martyrs’ bodies in dignity and respect,
as well as the necessity of not using the withholding of the bodies as a tool of punishment, security,
or political extortion.




One of the most essential national constants for the Palestinian people, wherever they may be, is the
issue of the Palestinian refugees, which is regarded as one of the most important national concerns of
the Palestinian national project. This issue has been central to the Palestinian people’s struggle from
the time of the Nakba till the present. The Palestinian people have suffered devastating demographic
impacts as a result of the 1948 conflict and the tactics utilized by Zionist gangs to commit slaughter,
destruction, massacres, and displacement against the Palestinian people. Whereas the majority of
the defenseless Palestinians were made into refugees who now endure the agony of diaspora as a
result of the Nakba.

Most Palestine refugees now reside in 58 officially designated refugee camps spread over UNRWA'’s
five operational regions, namely Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, and the occupied Palestinian territories
(Gaza Strip and West Bank). In addition to the eight camps in the Gaza Strip, there are ten camps in
Jordan, ninein Syria, twelve in Lebanon, and 19 in the West Bank, including Jerusalem. Approximately
5.9 million registered Palestinian refugees are served by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). It should be highlighted that UNRWA does not
provide services to the 1.5 million Palestinian refugees who are not enrolled in its service regions.

In the Occupied Palestinian Territories, there are about 1,476,706 refugees living in the Gaza Strip,
with 600,000 of them living in eight different camps. Despite the health, education, relief, and other
services offered by the international agency (UNRWA), the situation for Palestinian refugees in the
Gaza Strip is extremely bad and catastrophic in every way. These circumstances are a result of the
continuation of the blockade imposed on the Gaza Strip, which increased unemployment rates and
worsened the country’s economic situation. The number of refugees living in poverty in the Gaza
Strip increased to 81.5%, while food insecurity for both locals and refugees drastically increased.
Additionally, from less than 80,000 in 2000 to almost one million now, more and more refugees are
depending on UNRWA for food assistance.

The situation is no different for the Palestinian refugees in the West Bank, who live in 19 camps
established near Palestinian cities and villages in the West Bank, in addition to the five camps that
are not recognized by UNRWA. The Palestinian refugees in the West Bank are facing systematic
violations committed by the Israeli occupation, in addition to military targeting and Israeli restrictions
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The Occupation Prison Administration continued to carry out systematic incursions into the
prisoners’ sections inside the detention centers, as this policy constitutes the most prominent
tool of the Occupation to harass the Palestinian prisoners by creating a state of instability inside
the detention centers and imposing more censorship and dominance over the prisoners. During
this year, specifically, the Prison Administration carried out dozens of incursions, which were
accompanied by widespread vandalism of the prisoners’ belongings and the confiscation of
many of them. Aside from what pervades some of these incursions, such as attacking the
prisoners with poisonous gases and physically assaulting them, there has been a process of
abuse, transfer, and punitive isolation against some of them. All of the above constitutes a clear
violation of Article 33 of the Geneva Convention IV, which prohibits collective punishment, and
Article 32, which prohibits any measures that may cause physical suffering.

As a form of punishment used by the prison administration against prisoners, the occupation
authorities continue to deny thousands of prisoners’ family visits. The occupation authorities
justify the punishment for a variety of reasons, including fighting prisoners’ demands to improve
prison conditions or based on geography, as is the case with thousands of Gaza Strip prisoners.
The prison administration uses multiple justifications to deny family visits, the most prominent of
which is “security prevention.”

Families of prisoners who are permitted to visit are subjected to severe and degrading treatment
while visiting. They are subjected to inspections and pass through numerous military checkpoints.
The occupation forces also detain mothers and question them for hours, as well as delay and
postpone visits. This year, there were multiple arrests of prisoners’ family members during their
visits to their children and siblings.

Israel continues to detain 373 bodies of male and female Palestinian and Arab martyrs in
cemeteries, including 11 Palestinian children and 11 prisoners who were martyred in the Israeli
occupation prisons, the last of whom was the prisoner Nasser Abu Hamid. The body of Abu
Hamid is being held at the Abu Kabir Forensic Institute. Cancer and deliberate medical negligence
by the Israeli Prison Administration have led to his death in December 2022.

The cemeteries in those numbers are composed of stone-encircled mass graves. Instead of
names, these graves are identified by numbers; Israeli security authorities have a special file for
each number. All of the data pertaining to each and every Palestinian martyr who bears these
numbers is contained in these files. Families of martyrs, representatives of foreign organizations,
and the media are prohibited from entering, approaching, or photographing these places since
they are a closed military zone under the control of the Israeli Ministry of Défense. The locations
of four cemeteries were revealed: one of them is in a military zone at the Israeli, Syrian, and
Lebanese borders; two are in military areas in the Jordan Valley; and the fourth is in the north of
the city of Tiberias. All of these cemeteries are under the control of the Israeli military, and access
to them is denied.



and 33 with eye diseases, in addition to 34 prisoners with kidney diseases, 120 prisoners wounded
by the occupation army bullets, 58 prisoners complaining of heart diseases, and 16 complaining
of blood and vascular diseases. Furthermore, there are 79 prisoners with bone diseases, 45 who
suffer from psychological and nervous diseases, and 27 prisoners with respiratory problems, in
addition to dozens of people who suffer from dental problems and other chronic diseases such as
diabetes and high blood pressure.

The number of sick prisoners currently languishing in the clinic at “Ramla Prison” is 14, including
prisoners who have been there since the date of their arrest, in addition to a group of wounded people
who were arrested this year. As for their care and wellness, it is supervised by the two prisoners,
lyad Radwan and Samer Abu Diak, in addition to Muhammad Abu Hamid, who accompanied his
brother, the martyr Nasser, throughout his detention in Al-Ramla.

It is worth noting that many of the prisoners who were martyred while suffering from cancer inside
the Israeli Occupation prisons suffered from a serious deterioration of their health conditions over
the years of their detention without knowing the details of their illnesses. The reason is that the
Prison Administration only informs them of the details of their health conditions at an advanced
stage, just as happened to the martyred prisoners: Maysara Abu Hamdiya, Kamal Abu Waar, Sami
Abu Diak, and Nasser Abu Hamid.

Medical care for Palestinian Prisoners is one of the duties that International Law has imposed on
the Israeli Occupation Authorities to provide. Not so doing, however, they would have violated one
of their most important international duties towards the detainee. Perhaps this deliberate action
against the prisoners makes them subject to international criminal accountability.

The policy of solitary confinement implemented by the Israeli Prisons Administration, at its various
levels, executed the most prominent and serious crimes against Palestinian prisoners, through
which it aimed to liquidate the prisoners physically and psychologically. They have purposefully
detained the prisoners individually for long periods of time and isolated them in cells unfit for
human habitation (i.e., the cells are dark, cramped, and filthy, with walls emitting moisture and
mustiness, old floor baths, and insects spreading in). As a result of the continuous isolation, the
prisoner loses his sense of time, and instead of going out to the prison yard “al-Faura” with his
fellow prisoners, he goes out alone.

The Prison Administration escalated its isolation of prisoners during the year 2022 after the
Palestinian Prison Escape Operation “Freedom Tunnel.” That is, the number of isolated prisoners
has grown to more than 70; 40 of them were still isolated while writing this report. The oldest of
those prisoners is Muhammad Jubran Khalil (39 years old) from Al-Mazra’a Al-Gharbiyeh/Ramallah.
Khalil has been detained since 2006, when the total years of his isolation exceeded more than 15
years with a life sentence of imprisonment. Along with the hero prisoners of the “Freedom Tunnel”
operation, their prison companions were also isolated by a decision of the Israeli Occupation
Intelligence, being accused of having helped them.

This policy of isolation caused a group of isolated prisoners to suffer severe health and psychological
problems. Those prisoners can only be rescued by ending their detention and following up on their
psychological and health conditions among their families. The most prominent of these current
cases is that of the Jerusalemite prisoner Ahmed Manasra, who was detained at the age of 13. The
Occupation has continued Manasra’s solitary confinement in harsh conditions for more than a year,
despite the medical reports that proved his deteriorating health conditions and the urgent need to
end the policy of solitary confinement against him.




was released later. He had his leg amputated after being shot along with his companion, Ossaid
Hamayel, before their arrest in April 2022. Furthermore, Mahmoud Hajeer from Nablus was severely
injured in July 2022, and he was consequently paralyzed, and Bassel Al-Basbous from Ramallah,
who was arrested after the occupation, had executed two of his companions, Salama Sharaya
and Khaled Anbar, who were with him during a shooting operation in October 2022. Most of the
wounded who were arrested were subjected to investigations and interrogations inside the Israeli
civilian hospitals, and some of them were transferred to interrogation centres shortly after they
had been admitted to hospitals. The occupation also deliberately delays providing lawyers with
information about the wounded arrested, so that the lawyers can reassure their families and that
the latter can visit them, and issues orders preventing lawyers from meeting with some of them.

In 2022, it was noticed that Israeli abuse during arrest operations against Palestinian detainees and
their families increased significantly. The Israeli occupation uses abuse as a collective punishment
against Palestinians present in the areas during the arrest process as a retaliatory measure and to
instil fear among Palestinian civilians in these areas.

Large numbers of heavily armed Israeli forces typically raid homes in Palestinian villages and cities
after midnight, searching for the wanted, mostly taking off and blowing up doors to create a state
of terror among home residents, and breaking and destroying the contents of the houses under the
guise of inspection. The Israeli forces often conduct harsh field investigations with the detainees
and their families before the arrest process and shout, insult, and beat the arrestees in plain sight
of their families during the arrests.

The Israeli Occupation Authorities have taken steps to escalate the crime of torture and ill-treatment
against the Palestinian prisoners and detainees. It is worth mentioning that the crime of torture
has been one of the lingering crimes and policies harnessed by the Israeli occupation against the
Palestinian prisoners and detainees during the year 2022, and ever since 1967, the Occupation has
killed 73 prisoners after they were tortured inside the Israeli prisons.

The Israeli Occupation, through this policy, aims fundamentally to put pressure on the detainees in
order to extract confessions from them, take away their humanity, and impose more dominance and
censorship on them. Over the decades, this policy has led to the deaths of dozens of detainees and
prisoners, as all the Palestinian prisoners, without exception, have been subjected to various and
heinous forms of torture and ill-treatment, from the moment of their arrest, through the investigation,
and even after their imprisonment and detention. The Occupation Authorities have excluded none
of the detainee categories, including children, women, patients, and the elderly. This contradicts
the text of Article 32 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, which emphasizes: “The Contracting Parties
expressly prohibit all the measures that are liable to cause physical suffering or the extermination of
those protected under their authority.” “This prohibition includes not only murder, torture, corporal
punishment, mutilation, medical and scientific experiments required for the medical treatment of
those protected, but also any other atrocities committed by civilian or military agents.”

The Israeli Occupation does not discontinue using the policy of medical negligence to exterminate
prisoners, as it deliberately allows diseases to spread inside their bodies without treating them or
alleviating their pain. It even contributes to increasing the number of patients and worsening their
conditions.

The number of sick prisoners has risen to over 600, with 200 prisoners suffering from chronic diseases
and 24 prisoners suffering from cancer to varying degrees. There are also six disabled prisoners



The Israeli occupation has been pursuing a policy of administrative detention as a consistent and
systematic policy against the Palestinians for decades. They have recently escalated this policy
significantly and noticeably, arresting a vast number of former prisoners who were transferred
to administrative detention. During the year 2022, the Occupation Authorities issued 2409
administrative detention orders. The share of Jerusalemites and the 1948 Arabs was about 63
orders. In 2022, the number of administrative detainees reached about 850.

The policy of administrative detention pursued by the Israeli occupation authorities did not exclude
Palestinian children. During 2022, the Israeli Occupation arrested 19 children, four of whom were
released during the same year; eight children passed the age of childhood during their arrest, and
they are still under administrative detention; and 7 children have been in administrative detention
to this day.

In this regard, the Israel Occupation Authorities deliberately denounced the agreements concluded
with the administrative detainees who went on hunger strikes and threatened them with charges
so as to stop the strikes. This is evident in the cases of the detainees Khalil Awawda, Raed Rayan,
and Adal Musa, who went on strikes. The longest of which was the strike of the detainee Awawda,
which lasted for 172 days. Then the occupation filed new charges against him to continue his
detention and repudiated the agreement concluded with him.

It is worth noting that international law criminalizes arbitrary detention practiced by the Israeli
Occupation Authorities against Palestinian administrative detainees. The presence of “compelling
security reasons” for this accidental measure is required by International Law, and it must not
be in the form practiced by the Israeli Occupation without the presence of compelling security
reasons. The occupation practices Israeli detention as a continuous and systematic policy. They
use it arbitrarily as a collective punitive tool against the Palestinian population who are under the
occupation. Hence, Israel has been violating Article 9 of the 1966 International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights, which stipulates that “everyone has the right to liberty and security of person.”
No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention. “No one shall be deprived of his liberty
except on such grounds and in accordance with such procedures as are established by law.” They
have also been violating Articles 5 and 3 of the Geneva Convention IV regarding the need to provide
fair trial standards in imprisonment and detention.

The occupation increased the number of detainees shooting during arrests, and this year was the
highest in terms of the number of wounded detainees since 2015. More than 40 wounded detainee
cases were followed up and recorded as having been shot during or before arrest ([1]); some of
them were seriously injured, and four of them were martyrs, namely: Daoud Al-Zubaidi from Jenin
Refugee Camp, Muhammad Hamed from Silwad in Ramallah, Rafiq Ghannam from Jenin, who was
executed after his arrest, and Muhammad Maher Turkuman from Jenin.

Among these injured detainees are Nour al-Din Jarbou from the Jenin Refugee Camp, who was
seriously injured and consequently paralyzed; Muhammad Walid Turkman from Jenin, who was
severely burned; and Saeed Dweikat from Nablus. It is worth mentioning that the three are in the
clinic at Ramla Prison. Also among these is the wounded Nasim Shoman from Ramallah, who




In addition, Israel violates the 1955 United Nations standard for the treatment of prisoners. Another
violation that appears is related to the legal guarantees that were regulated by the Fourth Geneva
Convention on Civilians Under Occupation. Such violations of international agreements lead to
inhuman conditions for the female prisoners, since they are detained in difficult living conditions
where they face physical abuse and medical negligence.

During 2022, 882 Palestinian children were arrested. Their detention was accompanied by their
exposure to grave violations. The arrest of Palestinian children reflects not only the occupation’s
systematic and established policy of targeting children but also the violations that accompany their
arrests, which are an established Israeli policy. Although the rate of arrests among children is not
considered the highest compared to the past few years, from the beginning of 2022, the level of
abuse has increased a lot and is now higher than at the time of the popular revolt, which started
in 2015, where children are targeted by shooting and arresting them in order to put pressure on
a family member. Moreover, the occupation authorities arrested injured children and subjected
them to interrogation after they were admitted to the hospitals of the occupation. Besides, the
administrative detention operations against the children increased as the number of those subjected
to administrative detention reached 19, of whom 7 children remained under administrative detention.
As of today, there are 150 children in three Israeli prisons: Ofer, Damon and Megiddo.

The occupation forces continued arresting Palestinian children, with various types of violations
carried out against them, including places of detention, trial procedures, torture, and the prevention
of health and psychological care. All of this constitutes a gross violation of the rights and best
interests of the child, as approved by international provisions and agreements, the most important
of which are related to the child, his rights, and his detention. The Convention on the Rights of the
Child (1989), specifically Article 37, states in the second paragraph that “no child shall be detained
illegally or arbitrarily.” “The arrest, detention, or imprisonment of a child shall be in accordance with
the law and shall be used only as a measure of last resort and for the shortest appropriate period
of time.” International law forces the occupation authorities to ensure that children enjoy the rights
granted to them under any other international agreements related to armed conflicts, specifically
the Fourth Geneva Convention and what it provides for the protection of children under occupation.

In 2022, the Israeli Occupation continued its policy of arresting Palestinian children, grossly
violating their rights and disregarding their high interests guaranteed by international provisions
and agreements, through child detention, detention facilities, child trial procedures, torture, and
limiting their access to health and psychological care. The most important of these agreements
relating to children’s rights and detention is the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child, and
the Second Paragraph of Article 37 affirms that “No child shall be deprived of his or her liberty
unlawfully or arbitrarily.” “The arrest, detention, or imprisonment of a child shall be in conformity
with the law and shall be used only as a measure of last resort and for the shortest appropriate
period of time.” International law also obligates the Israeli Occupation Authorities to ensure that
children enjoy the rights granted to them under any other international conventions related to armed
conflicts, specifically the Fourth Geneva Convention that guarantees the protection of children
under occupation.



Since 1967 and after the martyrdom of the prisoner Nasser Abu Humid, the number of captive
movement martyrs has increased to 233. This is in addition to the hundreds of prisoners who
died after their liberation as a result of diseases contracted while imprisoned. The number of
martyred prisoners whose bodies are still being held has risen to 11.They are Anis Dawla, whose
body has been detained since 1980, Aziz Owaisat since 2018, Fares Baroud, Nassar Taqatqa,
Bassam Al-Sayeh since 2019, Saadi Al-Gharabli, and Kamal Abu Waar since 2020, Sami Al-
Amour since 2021, Daoud Al-Zubaidi since 2022, Muhammad Maher Turkman since 22 years
old, and Nasser Abu Hamid since December 2022. As for the sick prisoners, there are more than
600. They suffer from diseases of various degrees and are in need of follow-up and intensive
health care. Among them are 24 prisoners with cancer and tumors of varying degrees.

The occupation authorities did not abide by the legal guarantees for the protection of Palestinian
prisoners, which were regulated by the Fourth Geneva Convention on Civilians Under Occupation
and the Third Geneva Convention on the Treatment of Prisoners of War of 1949, which are related
to the conditions of their places of detention and their health and medical conditions.

The occupation is continuously targeting Palestinian women, as the number of arrests among
them reached 172. Besides, the Palestinian women in the city of Jerusalem are the focus of
the occupation. During 2022, a policy of arresting and summoning women was implemented in
order to put pressure on a pursued family member to turn himself in.Women are also interrogated
after the arrest of a family member. This policy was seen in the governorates that witnessed
a significant escalation of resistance. Female prisoners, like their male counterparts, have
been subjected to all kinds of systematic abusive measures, the majority of which constitute
established policies aimed at depriving them of many rights.

2022 witnessed an escalation in the crime of willful medical negligence against them, as the
female prisoners were deprived of health and psychological care. In addition to that, sickness
cases escalated among them, and great internal challenges were imposed on them.

For the female prisoners, the most painful stage was the death of the elderly prisoner, Saadia
Farajallah from Hebron, who died after a crime was carried out against her by procrastinating in
providing health care and continuing to detain her despite her difficult health condition. She was
martyred on July 2, 2022, in the so-called Damon prison.

Up until the end of 2022, the occupation authorities still detained 29 female prisoners, including
two underage girls, namely Nodhout Hammad and Zamzam Al-Qawasmeh. The longest-serving
female prisoner is Maysoon Musa, who has been detained since 2015. The two highest-
sentenced female prisoners are Shurouk Doyyat and Shatila Ayad, who are both sentenced
to 16 years. Among the female prisoners are two administratively detained prisoners: Shurouq
Al-Badan, who has been subjected to administrative detention several times since 2019, and
Raghad Al-Fani. In addition, among the female prisoners, there are seven mothers who are
forbidden from embracing their children. This includes Ataf Jaradat from Jenin, who is the mother
of three prisoners (Omar, Ghaith, and Al-Muntasir Billah) Jaradat. In the Israeli prisons, there are
10 wounded female prisoners, the most suffering of whom is Isra’a Jaabis, from Jerusalem, who
is sentenced to 11 years and who was arrested after shooting her car, which led to its explosion
and severe burns that disfigured her face, head, and chest. She also had her fingers amputated.

The Israeli occupation authorities continue to abuse the rights of the female Palestinian prisoners,
in violation of the many international agreements to which Israel is a party, such as the 1987
Convention against Torture, which aims to prevent inhuman acts or acts of degrading treatment.




The Israeli occupation forces have arrested 7,000 Palestinians from different cities, including Gaza
and Jerusalem. This group’s number is higher than the number of arrested Palestinians in the
previous year, especially in the West Bank. In reality, 6,000 Palestinians were arrested in West Bank
cities and Jerusalem in the previous year. 2000 people were also arrested in the 1948-occupied
territories.

Jerusalem has taken the lion’s share in the number of detainees, which exceeded 3000 cases. On
the other hand, 106 arrest cases have been reported in Gaza, among whom 64 were fishermen. As
for children and women, 882 children and 172 women have been arrested this year. Administrative
detention orders, which are divided into new orders and renewals of detention, are said to be more
than 2409 orders. These orders are regarded as the focal point of the changes that have occurred
this year. To add to that, 40 wounded Palestinians were arrested.

Detaining Palestinians is accompanied by various crimes against them. In fact, this year is
considered the bloodiest and most violent due to the number of systematic crimes committed by
the Israeli occupation against the prisoners and their families. This is in addition to field executions.
Such crimes continued to be a collective punishment against a good number of Palestinian towns.
Because of the large number of arrests, some areas have become disaster zones. This includes
Silwan in Ramallah and Dheisheh Camp in Bethlehem.

The occupation forces intentionally used all kinds of weapons during the arrest operations,
including live ammunition, police dogs, and intimidation. In other cases, family members were
used as human shields or arrested in order to put pressure on the pursued person to turn himself
in.

Currently, there are 4,700 Palestinians in the Israeli prisons, including 29 women, 150 children, and
around 850 administrative detainees, including seven children, two women, and 15 journalists.
Besides, there are five members of the legislative council among the prisoners. These are Marwan
Barghouti, Ahmad Saddat, Hassan Yusuf, Muhammad Abu Tayer, and Nasser Abdul Jawad.

330 of the Palestinian prisoners have been detained for more than 20 years, including 25 detainees
since before the signing of the Oslo accord; they are the long-serving prisoners, the longest-
serving of whom are Kareem Younes (whose liberation coincided with the writing of this report; he
was jailed for 40 years) and Maher Younes, who have been detained continuously since 1983 and
whose sentences ended in January 2023. Add to that, a number of prisoners were released in the
so-called Wafaa al-Ahrar deal. However, they were re-arrested by the occupation, and they are
among the long-serving and sentenced prisoners. Among them is the prisoner Nael Al-Barghouti,
who spent the longest period of detention in the history of the captive movement and who spent
his entire 43 years in the occupation prisons, of which he spent 34 years continuously. Other long-
serving prisoners include Alaa Al-Bazian, Nidal Zalloum, and Samer Al-Mahrom. The number of
prisoners sentenced to life imprisonment is 552. The highest sentenced prisoner is Abdullah Al-
Barghouti, who is sentenced to 67 years’ life imprisonment.
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Human rights groups have been working for years to bring justice to the Bakr family, who had
four of their children killed by Israeli occupation forces in 2014. Israeli forces shelled a beach and
harbor area in Gaza where children were playing during an attack. One of the kids was killed by
the first shell, while the other three were murdered by the second shell as they tried to flee. On
January 6, 2022, the Israeli Supreme Court heard arguments from the Bakr family’s petitioners,
Al Mezan Center for Human Rights, Adalah Legal Center and the Palestinian Centre for Human
Rights. The Israeli Supreme Court decided to close the criminal investigation into the killings of
the Bakr family.

Almost eight years after the Israeli Military Attorney General in 2015 and the Israeli Attorney
General in 2019 decided to end the criminal investigation into these killings, the Israeli Supreme
Court heard petitioners on behalf of the family. The Israeli Supreme Court decided to close the
investigation and declared that it was convinced that the Israeli military had sufficient intelligence
to determine that the perimeter of the area was indeed a military target. The views of the Supreme
Court that were made public throughout the hearing seem to support the choices made by the
Israeli military and the Attorney General, which grant the Israeli occupation forces a full license
to kill Palestinians during their attacks and military operations. Even though the entire world saw
the moment when Israeli occupation forces targeted the children of the Bakr family while they
were playing on the Gaza beach, and dozens of international and local journalists who were
staying in a hotel close to the beach, next to the Gaza port, captured the attack on camera, the
Israeli court’s ruling and its illegitimate excuses still stand.

There is no question that the actions of the Israeli occupation forces against the Gaza Strip
violate two fundamental principles of international humanitarian law. Specifically, the principle of
discrimination, which is one of the rules of customary international law applied in armed conflicts
and is supported by a large number of international legal instruments, the other principle is
the principle of proportionality. It is a core principle in international law that the legality of an
action shall be determined depending on the balance between the objective and the means and
methods used, as well as the consequences of the action. It prohibits attacks that may cause
“incidental loss of civilian life, injury to civilians, damage to civilian objects, or a combination
thereof, which would be excessive in relation to the concrete and direct military advantage
anticipated” (API Arts. 51, 57).

The Israeli occupation forces were not concerned to distinguish between civilians and non-
civilians, nor between fighters and civilians. In the most recent attack on the Gaza Strip, as in the
case of their previous military attacks, the Israeli occupation forces’ excessive force was not in
line with their declared military objectives. On the contrary, Israeli forces used excessive force,
which clearly violates international humanitarian law.

The entire Israeli policy and practice regarding the occupied Gaza Strip, including the blockade
as a form of collective punishment, resulted in severe human rights violations. Additionally, the
military actions taken by the Israeli occupation forces against the Gaza Strip, which clearly
and gravely violate human rights, require that Israel be held accountable for its policies toward
Palestinians, especially by the International Criminal Court in The Hague, which prosecutes
those accused of war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide.



On the first day of the attack
on the Gaza Strip, the Israeli Occupation Forces launched a shell into the Al-lmoor house while
they were inside. The house was one kilometer from the barbed wire fence, east of Khan Yunis,
in the southern part of the Strip. Duniana Al-Imoor, a 22-year-old, was killed as a result of being
hit directly by the shell, which also injured her head and other parts of her body. The occupation
forces kept firing at the locals and the ambulance that arrived there. Due to continued direct fire,
people were unable to enter the house, retrieve Doniana’s body and help the injured for about
40 minutes.

Khalid Mansour, an Islamic Jihad movement leader, was killed by an airstrike on a
house he was staying in without prior warning in the Al-Sha’out neighborhood in Rafah, in the
southern Gaza Strip. The neighborhood is considered one of the most densely populated areas
in the Gaza Strip. As a result, numerous citizens were killed and hurt, and the neighborhood’s
infrastructure also sustained significant damage. The assassination of Khalid Mansour was one
of the most prominent cases where civilians were murdered because a freedom fighter lived
among them.

Without warning,
on Saturday, June 8, 2022, Israeli airplanes bombed a three-story house in Rafah’s Al-Shaout
area with six missiles. The building contains three rental apartments and belongs to Hussein
Muhammad Al-Mudallal. It is situated in the Al-Sha’out neighborhood next to the Kuwaiti Hospital
in a heavily populated area, south of the Gaza Strip, in Rafah.

Seven Palestinians were killed in the Israeli airstrike, including a child and two women. In addition,
18 houses were completely destroyed and another 50 suffered minor damage. It should be
emphasized that this attack forced 83 Palestinians, including 34 children and 25 women, out of
their houses and damaged 270 houses, in which 110 children and 76 women lived.

Since the blockade on the Gaza Strip began
in 2007, it has been difficult to obtain reconstruction tools and materials, which has delayed the
construction of homes and the necessary infrastructure needed for the rapid population growth.
In addition, it is necessary and urgent to rebuild the destruction brought on by the continuous
bombing and demolition of Palestinian homes during the numerous Israeli military incursions into
the Gaza Strip, particularly in 2008, 2012, 2014, 2021, and 2022. Despite allowing prohibited
building materials following the 2014 attack, the temporary Gaza Reconstruction Mechanism
(GRM) was insufficient to allow the entry of the materials required to finish infrastructure projects
such as water, sewerage systems and transportation networks. As a result, Gaza’s access to
high-quality water, sewer systems and educational services has significantly declined. It should
be mentioned that many Palestinian families continue to live outside their demolished homes
while the Gaza reconstruction is still ongoing.




critical illnesses, from reaching hospitals outside the Gaza Strip, which put their lives in danger. The
lack of fuel entry caused the power plant to shut down, endangering all public services, including
communications, drinking water, sanitation, and health care. Moreover, Israel bombed houses,
residential towers, roads, and agricultural lands. It also targeted fishermen by shooting at them and
preventing them from going to the sea to fish. This led to a catastrophic situation for Palestinians in
Gaza, which has been an open-air prison for more than fifteen years.

The Israeli occupation forces perpetrated numerous human rights violations against the civilians and
their property during their aggressive military operations in the Gaza Strip in 2022. During military
operations, Israel deliberately targeted civilians by killing and injuring them and causing heavy
losses. Israel failed to uphold its obligation to provide international protection for the Palestinians.
Many Gazan families were removed from the civil registry; in other words, they were all wiped out
completely as a result of being targeted in large numbers and using unnecessary and unjustified
military force.

Israeli aggression on the Gaza Strip was primarily characterized by attacks on civilians and their
families. Israeli occupation forces breached the protection that civilians have under international
humanitarian law. Israeli occupation forces launched their military operations with the intent of
attacking civilians and their families. This included attacks on residential towers or on civilians while
they were inside their houses without prior notice or warning; or by using excessive air force, which
increased civilian and non-civilian losses and left Palestinians with needless suffering, misery and
death. This is what the occupation forces did when they assassinated Khaled Mansour and his
three children, Tayseer Al-dabari and his wife, and other Palestinian resistance fighters while they
were in their homes and with their families.

49 Palestinian civilians died as a result of the attack on the Gaza Strip in August 2022, including 17
children, three women, and an elderly man. The number of children injured reached 164, in addition
to 59 women injured, and there were 383 other injuries, ranging from major to minor.

Regarding the homes and properties of the citizens, the Israeli military forces directly targeted
the residential properties and residential towers and severely damaged their property, forcing
them to evacuate their homes and lose their property, possessions, identity documents and family
memories. As a result of the Israeli aggression, the number of homes destroyed reached 26, while
the number of homes with severe damages reached 102, and the number of houses with moderate
and minor damages was 1,353. It was calculated that $3,082,470 would be needed to rebuild and
repair these damages.

The Israeli attack on the Gaza Strip directly targeted news organizations and journalists. During
the war on Gaza, the Israeli military occupation forces attacked several news organizations and
journalists. The Israeli occupation forces assaulted 10 journalists and 10 media organizations,
totaling 21 violations of media freedom in the Gaza Strip. During the attack, the bombing of the
Palestine Tower, which houses many media offices, badly affected ten media organizations and
destroyed no less than eight media offices.



humanitarian law, with long-term repercussions for Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. “War necessity”
does not justify such damages to agriculture and agricultural lands. Indeed, Geneva Convention
IV members were required by international law to “punish those who order or commit serious
violations of this Convention.”

There are approximately 4,760 Palestinian prisoners in Israeli prisons and detention facilities, both
male and female. They are in 26 prisons and detention facilities. There are 200 prisoners from the
Gaza Strip, the oldest of whom is Diaa Al-Agha, dean of the prisoners of the Gaza Strip, who has
been imprisoned since 1992 and has been sentenced to life in prison. He has been imprisoned
for more than 30 years now. Due to Israel’s intentional medical negligence policy in its prisons
and detention facilities, there are roughly 42 prisoners from the Gaza Strip who require immediate
medical attention and essential surgical procedures.

Nahed al-Aqra, 54, a prisoner from the Gaza Strip who was sentenced to three life sentences,
has one of the most serious cases of any prisoner. Due to his disability and the fact that his legs
were amputated while he was in prison, he has been held prisoner since 2007 and is now in his
seventeenth year of imprisonment.

In addition, Israeli Occupation Forces detain a dozen martyred bodies from Gaza. Due to medical
negligence, Israeli Occupation Forces keep the bodies of Sami Abed Al-Amour (2021), Fares
Baroud (2019), Saadi Al-Gharabli (2020), and Sami Baroud (2021) in Israeli occupation jails.

At the beginning of 2022, visits to prisoners from the Gaza Strip resumed after a pause of more
than three years because of COVID-19. Visits are currently scheduled every Tuesday according to
a program administered by the International Committee of the Red Cross in Gaza City. However,
the occupation resumed its security prevention strategy, which included most of the families. There
are about 100 prisoners who are denied family visits.

Since imposing a siege on the Gaza Strip, the Israeli occupation forces have occasionally attacked
the region militarily. These attacks include those in 2008/2009, which lasted for 51 straight days;
in 2012, which lasted for eight days; in 2014, which lasted for fifty days, and the aggression of
2021, which lasted for eleven days, leading to the aggression of 2022, which it launched for three
consecutive days on the Gaza Strip.

The Israeli occupation forces have continued to frequently use military force against the Gaza Strip
since it has been under Israeli blockade since 2007. These attacks include the 51 continuous days
of Israeli war on Gaza in 2008/2009, followed by the eight days of Israeli aggression in 2012, the
fifty days of Israeli aggression against the Gaza Strip in 2014, the eleven days of Israeli aggression
against the Gaza Strip in 2021, and the three days of Israeli aggression against the Gaza Strip in
2022.

In 2022, the situation in Gaza deteriorated as a result of Israel’s aggressive military attacks. Israel
imposed a complete lockdown on the Gaza Strip. The occupation forces also prevented hundreds
of people from passing through the Erez Crossing, including cancer patients and others with




The ongoing blockade is not only on land, air, and sea but also in Palestinian fishermen’s designated
fishing zones. The permitted fishing areas for Palestinian fishermen range from 6 to 15 nautical
miles. The area is substantially smaller than the 20 nautical miles that were agreed upon under the
Oslo Accords between Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization. These small sea areas that
Israel permits may increase or decrease depending on the security situation. The fishermen in Gaza
do not have enough space to sail and fish, and the area is overcrowded with boats and fisherman,
which restricts their ability to fish. Additionally, Israel has prohibited Palestinians from importing
fishing equipment since 2006, except for fishing nets, which resulted in significant losses for the
shipbuilding industry. Moreover, the occupation authorities ban the export of fish to the occupied
West Bank markets.

Additionally, Israeli navy gunboats intimidate and target fishermen with gunfire, rockets and fire
balloons. During the first half of 2022, 16 fishermen sustained a total of 225 injuries, and 12 boats
were seized despite sailing within the allowed fishing areas. In five different incidents, the occupation
forces’ repeated attacks on Palestinian fisherman damaged their fishing tools and equipment.

Israel’s illegal policies and its denial of the entry of fishing tools and equipment have serious
implications for the fishing industry in the Gaza Strip.

The majority (80%) of the Gaza Strip’s 185 thousand dunums of agricultural land is located in the
eastern and northern regions. These areas, which were constructed to separate the Gaza Strip
from the rest of 1948-occupied Palestine, are also the last remaining agricultural land in the Gaza
Strip and are close to the Gaza-Israel barrier. Moreover, the highest population density and the
huge urban expansion have resulted in the destruction of agricultural lands.

The Israeli occupation forces continue to impose many limitations on farmers in agricultural areas
that are 300 meters from the Gaza-Israel barrier. The occupation repeatedly violates and attacks
these lands with the clear intention of harming Palestinian crops and Palestinian farmers. It keeps
them from getting to 62.6 thousand dunums, which make up 35-30% of the total agricultural land
in the Gaza Strip and represent 17% of the overall agricultural land.

These places and the people who live there are never safe. Instead, they are always in danger as a
result of Israeli strikes, which prevent them from practicing their work. The villagers are frequently
informed that they must evacuate the crops and plantations ahead of schedule, causing them
to suffer severe financial losses. Moreover, the plantations and agricultural fields are frequently
destroyed along with the crops. Alternatively, the occupation allows Israeli sewage water to flow
into Palestinian agricultural lands, destroying crops and agricultural lands. Additionally, the Israeli
occupation forces stationed behind the Gaza-Israel barrier could occasionally start shooting
at farmers and agricultural lands. The most recent attack was on November 17, 2022, around
10:00 p.m. This is in addition to the thousands of tons of bombs, explosives, and missiles that the
occupation forces fired, which contain hazardous heavy elements and toxic materials that have an
impact on the air and soil. Moreover, Israeli Occupation Forces spray toxic materials into areas near
the Gaza-Israel barrier, which endangers the soil.

Israel’s policy of destroying agricultural land and its crops is a serious breach of international



offence he or she has not personally committed. Collective penalties and likewise all measures of
intimidation or of terrorism are prohibited.”

The collective punishments enforced on the Gaza Strip are the most notable Israeli violation of
international humanitarian law and international human rights law. Israel continues to ignore Security
Council Resolution 1860, which calls for the unimpeded provision and distribution of humanitarian
assistance throughout Gaza, including food, fuel and medical treatment. The blockade, along with
all of its effects and violations of Palestinian rights, may make it harder for civilians to get the
supplies and the minimal amount of basic goods and services they need to survive, which increases
the risk of starvation as a crime against humanity and other types of war crimes highlighted by the
Geneva Convention IV and the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court.

With its current operational capacity, the Gaza Power Plant can only produce 80 megawatts. It is
supplemented by 120 megawatts of electricity purchased from Israel, meeting about 50% of the
electricity demand in Gaza (between 400 and 450 megawatts). Palestinians in the Gaza Strip had
an average of 13.5 hours of electricity per day up until October 11, 2022, compared to 11 hours
per day in 2021. As a result of the repeated closure of the Gaza Strip crossings, the Gaza Power
Plant is forced to halt operations that rely on fuel imports during the closure period or on its ability
to produce electricity in accordance with the established schedule for distributing electricity to
residents.

Israel continues to have control over the quota on industrial diesel fuel allowed to enter the Gaza
Strip to run the plant. The power plant was forced to halt operations for two days due to a significant
decrease in fuel supplies required for its operation brought on by Israel’s closure of the Gaza Strip
from August 2 to August 7, 2022. The same holds true for allowing cooking gas to enter the Gaza
Strip.

Additionally, the Gazans experience a severe water problem. 96.2% of the aquifer water in Gaza
is unfit for human consumption and does not meet WHO quality standards. Therefore, citizens
are forced to use desalination plants and drill water wells to collect water for drinking or irrigation.
This places a heavy financial burden on people, particularly when the diesel required to run these
stations is delayed or stopped.

There is no doubt that the severe lack of electricity and clean water in the Gaza Strip is a violation of
the fundamental human right to a standard of living that is protected by international agreements,
particularly the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights. According to article 25 of the
Declaration, “Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being
of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing, medical care, and necessary social
services; and the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood,
old age, or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control.” In addition, Article 11 of the
United Nations International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights recognizes “the
right of everyone to an adequate standard of living for himself and his family, including adequate
food, clothing and housing, and to the continuous improvement of living conditions.”

There is no question that the Israeli limits on these basic human rights would have a significant
impact on health, education, and other basic human rights. This establishes a grave breach of
fundamental human rights and declares those acts to be crimes against humanity for which “the
Court shall have jurisdiction in respect of war crimes in particular when committed as part of a plan
or policy.” Article 8 of the International Court of Justice




treatment. Farouk was given a special medical referral for treatment at Hadassah Ein Kerem
Hospital in Jerusalem because Gaza Strip hospitals were unable to provide the essential care for
his “cerebral atrophy” condition. He was given an appointment on January 12, 2022. His request
was still being considered by the occupation authorities, which prevented him from traveling. On
August 10, 2022, he was given another appointment, but his request was still being considered up
until his death on August 24, 2022.

The ban on travel for medical treatment also had an impact on the elderly. Akram Ahmed Muhammad
Al-Sultan (62), from the northern Gaza governorate, passed away as a result of the Israeli restriction
on residents traveling for medical care. His death was brought on by the delay in issuing him a pass
authorization via the Beit Hanoun crossing so he could receive treatment at Al-Mutala Hospital in
Jerusalem.

On July 18, 2022, he had an appointment at Al-Mutala’ Hospital in Jerusalem because he had
leukemia. He requested a pass permit, and the occupation authorities responded that they were
reviewing his request. He could not leave on time. He was given a new appointment on August
13, 2022. He asked for a pass once more, and he was told that his request was being reviewed.
Al-Sultan was scheduled for a third medical checkup on September 25, 2022, and on October 6,
2022, he received a text message telling him to meet with the Israeli intelligence at the Beit Hanoun
crossing.

He went to the crossing that same morning. However, after waiting for three hours in the waiting
area, the occupation authorities told him to go back to the Gaza Strip without conducting an
interview. Medical personnel at the Indonesian Hospital in the North Gaza Governorate reported
his death on October 17, 2022, citing a decline in his health.

Although they are considered an occupying force for the Gaza Strip under international law and
have obligations to civilians there, the Israeli occupation authorities are attempting to evade their
responsibilities towards the Gaza Strip. On the contrary, the occupation continues to control the
Strip’s borders, sky, and sea. According to Article 47 of Geneva Convention IV, “protected persons
who are in occupied territory shall not be deprived, in any case or in any manner whatsoever, of the
benefits of the present Convention by any change introduced, as the result of the occupation of a
territory, into the institutions or government of the said territory, nor by any agreement concluded
between the authorities of the occupied territories and the Occupying Power, nor by any annexation
by the latter of the whole or part of the occupied territory.” As a result, the occupation authorities
have a set of international obligations to civilians.

One of the most significant international obligations placed on the Israeli authority toward
Palestinians is the supply of food and medical supplies to the population and, if the resources of
the occupied territories are insufficient, to import the necessary food, medical supplies and others.
They were also obligated by international law to “monitor at any moment, without impediment, the
state of supplies of food and medicine in the occupied territories.” Furthermore, according to the
Geneva Convention IV, “to the fullest extent of the means available to it, the Occupying Power has
the duty of ensuring and maintaining, with the cooperation of national and local authorities, the
medical and hospital establishments and services.” Moreover, Article 59 of the Geneva Convention
IV states that “If the whole or part of the population of an occupied territory is inadequately supplied,
the Occupying Power shall agree to relief schemes on behalf of the said population, and shall
facilitate them by all the means at its disposal.” And it “shall consist, in particular, of the provision
of consignments of foodstuffs, medical supplies and clothing.”

The lIsraeli blockade on the Gaza Strip, with all of its negative effects on people, is an unlawful
form of collective punishment against all Gaza Strip residents and is illegal under international law.
According to article 33 of Geneva Convention IV, “no protected person may be punished for an



arrival of foreign medical staff from visiting the Gaza Strip and its hospitals.

The health conditions have gotten worse since the start of the August 2022 aggression on the
Gaza Strip, to the point that they now pose a threat to the lives and safety of patients, particularly
considering the significant scarcity in electrical energy supply required for the operation of the
various health institutions to work efficiently and effectively. This affected the health sector and
its ability to provide its services to all citizens continuously and without interruption, particularly
after the Israeli occupation forces damaged more than 45% of the Strip’s electrical energy
sources and bombed its sole power plant in 2006, which has not been operational to this day.

The Israeli occupation authorities’ persistent obstruction of Gazans’ travel to West Bank hospitals
or even Israeli hospitals for medical care, as well as their imposition of numerous restrictions
that prevent citizens from exercising their right to health care and receiving treatment, are clear
examples of how Israel violates the health rights of Palestinians in the Gaza Strip.

In order to limit Gazans’ access to good health, Israel uses a number of justifications for obtaining
treatment permits. These include the fact that the treatment request is being studied, the patient
is being asked to appear for a security interview, the request is being rejected because the
patient has a relative living in the West Bank or Israel “illegally,” the necessary treatment is
available in hospitals in the Strip, and there is no need to travel to hospitals outside the Strip,
as well as other justifications to keep Gazans from exercising their right to health and from
seeking treatment and medical care outside of the Strip. Those who are most affected by these
restrictions may be patients with serious illnesses like cancer and others for which there are no
medical facilities inside the Strip.

Since the beginning of 2022, the number of patients permitted to enter through the Beit Hanoun
crossing to receive medical treatment in the West Bank and Israeli hospitals is as follows:
January 970, February 1002, March 1084, April 821, May 1006, June 1138, July 1035, August
1196, September 1095 and October 1193 patients. Additionally, the Israeli occupation authority
granted only 64% of the requests to leave Gaza to obtain specialized care in the West Bank on
the scheduled dates for treatment.

Additionally, the Israeli travel restrictions caused the health of hundreds of patients to deteriorate
due to the prolonged waiting for the necessary approvals to cross the Beit Hanoun crossing. The
most disastrous incident occurred on 2/8/2022, when the Beit Hanoun was closed for six travel
days and 700 patients with cancer and other critical illnesses were prohibited from crossing.
Patients are also occasionally prevented from leaving under flimsy security justifications.

The population’s health and quality of life have been negatively impacted by Israeli limitations
on medical care received outside the Gaza Strip. The most noticeable result of these restrictions
will be the deaths of several patients in 2022. Since the beginning of 2022, seven patients have
died as a result of this, including two children. Fatima al-Masri, a 19-month-old with a hole in her
heart, waited five months for Israel to issue a permit allowing her to travel. She died on March
25, 2022, because the Israeli occupation authority delayed her treatment for an urgent surgery
in Al-Makassed Hospital.

Farouk Mohammed Abu Naga, 6, died as a result of the Israeli delay in granting him a permit to
pass through the Beit Hanoun checkpoint to reach Hadassah Ein Kerem Hospital for medical




3. Beit Hanoun crossing (Erez): It is considered to be the only way for Gaza Strip Palestinians
to reach the West Bank, which includes occupied Jerusalem. It is designed to facilitate
the movement of people, including locals, foreigners, employees of foreign missions, and
international organizations. The restrictions on freedom of movement prevented more than
2 million Palestinians from exercising their rights to freedom of movement, employment, and
access to healthcare in West Bank hospitals. In addition, Israel imposes restrictions during
the limited passage and bans bringing electrical equipment and food. The occupation
forces only allowed a few groups to pass after going through stringent security checks. The
crossing was open for pedestrian traffic from January 2022 until November 2022, a total of
287 days. It was then closed for 42 days.

The blockade imposed on the Gaza Strip has further denied Palestinians’ political, economic,
social, cultural, and civil rights. The blockade resulted in a humanitarian catastrophe for
Palestinians. Additionally, the Gaza Strip suffers double Israeli oppression: the blockade
and the repeated military attacks against the Gaza Strip, the most recent of which was in
August 2022.

Due to the continuous impact of the sea and air blockade placed on the Strip for 15 years,
Gaza’s socioeconomic fabric is breaking down. In the Gaza Strip, where 64.4% of the population
experiences food insecurity and 53% of the population lives in poverty as a result of the collapse
of all productive sectors, essential social services, and infrastructure, humanitarian conditions
continue to deteriorate at an alarming rate.

80 percent of the population still depends on aid and financial assistance from international
organizations, UNRWA, and governmental institutions. In the third quarter of 2022, there were
253 thousand unemployed persons in the Gaza Strip, which is equal to 47 % of the unemployment
rates in Palestine. In the Gaza Strip, the unemployment rate for young people (19 to 29 years
old) with intermediate diplomas or above was roughly 75%, compared to 32% in the West Bank.

The terrible humanitarian conditions in the Gaza Strip were the direct reason that thousands of
young people from the Strip crossed the Mediterranean in what is known as “illegal immigration”
to Greece and other European countries. According to estimates, there may have been at least
60,000 young individuals who left the Strip in recent years.

Despite the difficulty and misery of the migration routes, young people continued on this journey,
and many of them drowned. Due to smugglers’ greed and the boats’ inability to travel long
distances, dozens of them died in accidents involving drowning of illegal immigration boats, or
“death boats,” while traveling through the forests of Greece or the Mediterranean Sea. It is worth
mentioning that many recent graduates and professionals have made immigration their primary
objective.

The ongoing Israeli blockade of the Gaza Strip has cast a shadow over the deteriorating state of
health services as a result of the acute shortage of medical supplies and equipment, the acute
shortage of skilled and specialized medical personnel, defective medical devices, and the refusal
to allow the import of new equipment or replacement parts for old equipment that cannot meet
the necessary health standards. The Israeli authorities also continue to prevent and restrict the



The Israeli occupation forces continued their violations of international humanitarian law and
international human rights law against Palestinians and their property in the Gaza Strip during
2022. The severe blockade imposed on the Gaza Strip by land, sea and air since 2007 continues
to affect all aspects of life and the basic rights of Palestinians. Israel controls the Strip completely;
nothing leaves or enters the Strip without Israeli permission. The continuous blockade has led
to the isolation of the Gaza Strip from the rest of the Occupied Palestinian Territories and the
outside world, making it a large open-air prison with more than 2 million Palestinians confined
in a small area that is considered to be one of the most densely populated areas in the world.
Additionally, the strip experiences challenging political, economic and social conditions.

The Gaza Strip spans a 360 square kilometer area, measuring 41 kilometers in length and 5 to 15
kilometers in width. The only land-based access points to the outside world are border crossings.
The primary method by which the Israeli occupation government was able to impose significant
limits on the freedom of movement, travel, treatment, and entry of products and commodities
into the Gaza Strip was through controlling and placing restrictions on these border crossings:

1. The Rafah crossing is the only crossing point between Egypt and the Gaza Strip. It is
intended only for the movement and transportation of people. It is run in collaboration with
the Egyptian and Palestinian governments. On the Palestinian side, it is controlled by the
National Security Department of the Hamas government in Gaza and the Crossings and
Borders Authority of the Interior Ministry. However, the Egyptian authorities sometimes use
it to bring in foreign aid as well as some goods and building materials.

In light of the blockade imposed on the Gaza Strip as well as the security and political
conditions, the Egyptian authorities open the crossing only in exceptional humanitarian
cases, such as patients, students, and holders of foreign passports, who wish to leave the
Gaza Strip. This is done after prior coordination with the Egyptian authorities.

The crossing was open for 303 days, from the start of 2022 to 11/25/2022, while it was
closed for 41 days. There were not more than a few hundred Palestinians passing through
each day. It is only open to travelers leaving the Gaza Strip for Egypt on a select number of
days. It is essential to highlight the suffering endured by Palestinians returning to the Gaza
Strip as a result of the time-consuming and challenging inspection procedures that make
the typically six-hour journey take up to two days.

2. The Karem Abu Salem Crossing (Kerem Shalom) is the only crossing point intended for the
movement of goods between Israel and the Gaza Strip. It is situated in the Gaza Strip, 4
kilometers west of Rafah. It was open until November 2022, for 227 days, and it was closed
for 102 days. Concerned that the Palestinian resistance will use these materials, based on
the Security Export Control Law 7575 of 2007, and with the blessing of the Knesset Foreign
Affairs and Defense Committee, Israel continues to forbid the entry of about 62 items of
products that it considers “dual-use” and could also be used for a military purpose.

It is important to note that carrying dual-use goods without a permit is illegal in Israel and
entails a range of severe consequences. They apply to everyone involved in the shipping
process, including the truck driver, traders whose goods were mixed together, and even
the person who ordered the commodities.
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Moreover, international law mandates that all civilians be protected, particularly during armed
conflicts and wars. The Geneva Convention IV, which highlighted the right to life and physical
integrity, including murder, gave tremendous emphasis to this protection in the texts of the
international covenants governing armed conflicts and occupation. According to Article 8 of
the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, torture or inhuman treatment, including
biological experiments, wilfully causing great suffering, or serious injury to the body or health,
“must not go unpunished and that their effective prosecution must be ensured by taking
measures at the national level.” Under the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, field
executions are a war crime, for which Israel’s occupation forces must be held accountable.

Since occupying the West Bank in 1967, the Israeli occupation forces have adopted a policy
of restricting and closing Palestinian civil society organizations under false pretences. The
occupation forces shut down more than 100 active Palestinian civil society organizations in
Jerusalem in order to judaize the city and suppress its Palestinian identity. Additionally, the
occupation forces raided and targeted the organizations, pursued and detained their employees,
and placed several limits on work related to human rights.

As part of their policy on Palestinian civil society organizations, the Israeli occupation forces
raided seven such organizations in the cities of Ramallah and Al-Bireh on August 18, 2022. These
organizations are: Al-Haqg, Addameer, Bisan Center for Research and Development, Health Work
Committees, Defense for Children International—Palestine, the Union of Palestinian Women’s
Committees and the Union of Agricultural Work Committees.

Earlier in 2021, Israeli occupation forces designated and declared these organizations as
“terrorist” and “unlawful.” The Association of International Development Agencies (AIDA) and the
United Nations confirmed that the occupation forces did not provide any “compelling evidence
supporting these allegations to the United Nations agencies or their partners from NGOs operating
in the Occupied Palestinian Territories.” In addition, they emphasized that any “anti-terrorism
legislation must be in compliance with international humanitarian law and international human
rights law,” the most crucial of which is the right to freedom of expression and association.

In addition to the obvious violation of the right to freedom of expression and association,
the recent closure of Israeli human rights organizations would reduce the space available to
Palestinians to develop a system of promoting human rights and humanitarian action in the
Occupied Palestinian Territories. However, all organizations involved in the field of human rights,
including the United Nations Office for Human Rights, are significantly impacted by this.




of security. 7,000 Palestinians were arrested in 2022, whether during incursions or at checkpoints
in Jerusalem and Gaza. This year, the occupation forces arrested 882 children and around 172
women. The Israeli occupation forces also conducted large-scale arrest campaigns as well as
issued and renewed more than 2409 administrative detention orders.

The arrests involved the use of live ammunition and police dogs, as well as intimidation. Family
members were sometimes used as human shields to force Palestinian fighters to surrender.
Legally, the arrest methods the Israeli occupation forces used violate international humanitarian
law as stated in Article 42 of the Geneva Convention IV.

Israeli field executions of Palestinians in the Occupied Palestinian Territories are increasing, with
no regard to human rights or international law. The Israeli occupation forces gave their soldiers
orders to employ lethal force and shoot to kill, which led to a significant increase in the use of live
ammunition, especially against children.

According to UN statistics, 2022 was the deadliest year since 2006, and the Israeli occupation
forces continued to target civilians. The Israeli occupation forces assassinated Ammar Mufleh
in Huwara town, south of Nablus. This act outraged Palestinians, who condemned the cold-
blooded execution.

This year, there were 166 illegal field executions, with 61% of the victims being Palestinian
minors. The most recent of which was the murder of 16-year-old Jana Zakarneh while she was
on top of her house in Jenin on December 13, 2022.

The assassination of journalist Shireen Abu Akleh, who was killed while covering a military raid
on the Jenin refugee camp, is one of the most notable cases of illegal field executions. Even
though she was wearing the press vest and the journalist protection helmet, she was shot in the
face by a single bullet.

The assassination of Shireen Abu Akleh represented a clear violation of the principles of
international humanitarian law, which condemns attacks against journalists in areas of armed
conflict and states that they shall be considered civilians and are entitled to the protection
accorded to civilians as outlined in Geneva Convention IV.

The Israeli occupation forces’ policy of assassinating Palestinians in the occupied Palestinian
territories pays little respect to the operational directives of the international community, which
are represented by the Principles on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of Extra-legal,
Arbitrary, and Summary Executions. It was adopted by the United Nations and forbids arbitrary
or extralegal executions by stating that exceptional circumstances, including a state of war or
threat of war, internal political instability, or any other public emergency, may not be invoked as
a justification for such executions.

Numerous international human rights agreements recognize and reinforce the Palestinian people’s
rights to life, physical integrity and a fair trial. Articles 3 and 10 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights state the right of “everyone to life, liberty, personal security, and the right to a fair
trial,” which is also stated in articles 14 and 16 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights. The Israeli occupation state has approved the right to a fair trial, but it continues to refuse
to apply it in the occupied Palestinian territories.



Since Israel occupied the Occupied Palestinian Territories in 1967, it has restricted the movement
of Palestinians inside the Occupied Palestinian Territories through physical obstacles and
administrative restrictions.

In 2022, numerous military checkpoints were set up to tighten and restrict Palestinians’ freedom
of movement, continuing past racist policies. This is done in order to carry out the policies of
segregation and exclusion that the occupation forces have implemented between Palestinian
cities. The military checkpoints further the Israeli occupation’s strategy of isolating the occupied
West Bank cities and reducing them to “cantons” isolated from one another.

Israel continued its policy of establishing hundreds of military checkpoints throughout the West
Bank. According to a United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
report, there were 705 checkpoints on the West Bank in 2022. Furthermore, Israel imposed
closures and restricted Palestinian movement in several West Bank cities and areas, including
Jenin and Nablus. The last and longest of these was the military siege on Nablus, which lasted for
23 straight days from the 11th of October to the 4th of November, 2022. The Israeli occupation
forces closed the city’s entrance with earth mounds, metal gates, and road barriers, which further
crippled movement and turned the city into a large prison.

Under international law, Israeli occupation checkpoints are a breach of fundamental liberties,
such as the right to freedom of movement and the rights to dignity and respect, which are
protected by international law. According to Geneva Convention IV Article 27, protected persons
have the right to respect for their person, honour, family rights, religious beliefs and practices,
manners, and customs in all circumstances. Additionally, Article 50 of the 1907 Hague Convention
specifies that collective punishment is prohibited by international humanitarian law. No general
punishment, pecuniary or otherwise, shall be imposed on the population because of the actions
of one or more persons for which they cannot be held jointly and severally responsible. Military
checkpoints are included in this. Article 33 of Geneva Convention IV confirms that “no protected
person may be punished for an offense he or she has not personally committed.” “Collective
penalties, and likewise, all measures of intimidation or of terrorism, are prohibited.”

It is worth mentioning that according to the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and
Cultural Rights, a number of rights include the right to freedom of movement. The United
Nations and international human rights agreements have emphasized the protection of the right
to freedom of movement as a vital condition for other basic human rights, such as the right to
work, education, health, and the right to an adequate standard of living.

The number of military incursions into the West Bank increased in 2022. The Israeli occupation
forces continued their incursions into Palestinian communities and villages. Israeli military raids
and incursions into the occupied Palestinian territories, particularly the recent repeated military
incursions into the cities of Jenin and Nablus, violate international humanitarian law and the
human rights of Palestinians.

During 2022, Israeli occupation forces also arrested a large number of Palestinians on the pretext




Throughout the course of several decades of occupation, political, social, and geographic factors
served as the foundation for all Israeli occupation policies in the West Bank. It was previously
investigated and confirmed by numerous international organizations, including Human Rights
Watch and Amnesty International, that the continuation and expansion of the Israeli settlement
project in the West Bank resulted in Israeli occupation policies, practices, and legislation that
formed an apartheid state that adopted and implemented a separation policy.

Over the past several decades, the Israeli occupation has imposed apartheid and limitations on
every aspect of Palestinian life in order to maintain a Jewish majority that controls the majority
of land and resources in the West Bank. This is accomplished by a number of laws, regulations
and practices that discriminate against Palestinians.

Israel suppresses and dominates Palestinians for the sake of the Jewish settlers, who enjoy
an Israeli civil legal system different from the military type of government that Palestinians are
subject to. As 2022 draws to a close, we observe that Israel’s discriminatory policies on all
facets of Palestinian life remain in place. The occupation forces continued to use discriminatory
tactics against Palestinians, including demolitions, forceful displacement, arbitrary travel bans,
deportations, expropriation of property rights, and unfair allotment of natural resources, including
land, housing and water. These policies have an impact on Palestinians’ rights, including work,
access to healthcare, food, security, clean water and many other fundamental rights.

It is important to note that Israeli apartheid against Palestinians violates the conventions and
tenets of international law. The most significant of these are the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court of July 17, 1998, along with the UN International Convention on the Suppression
and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid of 1973 and the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination of 1965. These conventions have criminalized
apartheid and declared it a crime against humanity that disturbs global peace and security.

In addition to the aggressive environment that the occupation sought to impose on Palestinians
in the occupied Palestinian territories through its settlement project, it did not hesitate to use its
military tools to impose additional harassment, individual and collective punishment, and other
means against Palestinians. Such transgressions were evidenced by violations of the human
rights conventions and international humanitarian law. The following will shed light on the most
important military strategies employed by Israeli occupation forces against Palestinians:




justification or a clear military need for doing so, which is a violation of international law. According
to Article 147 of the Geneva Convention 1V, “extensive destruction and appropriation of property,
not justified by military necessity and carried out unlawfully and wantonly,” are grave breaches
and are punishable by law. According to the 1998 Rome Statute of the International Criminal
Court, Israeli demolition of Palestinian property in the occupied areas without justification or
military need is considered a war crime.

The Geneva Convention IV and the Hague Convention confirm the right to decent living
standards, which is clearly violated by the Israeli occupation’s policies. This is also supported
by other international human rights instruments, particularly the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. According to Article 7 of the
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, the Israeli occupation practices of demolition
and forced displacement of Palestinians are crimes against humanity.

The violence by settlers against Palestinians and their property continued throughout 2022.
These attacks were systematic and carried out with the help of the occupation forces. These
policies aim to seize Palestinian lands and intimidate Palestinians into supporting the settlement
project as well as the Israeli strategy to control the West Bank. Settlers attacked Palestinians
under the protection and support of the Israeli occupation forces.

Palestinians have been the target of numerous settler attacks, including beatings, shootings,
stone-throwing, pepper-spraying, arson, and the writing of racist and offensive slogans on
Palestinian property. The Bedouin and pastoral communities have witnessed hostile acts by
settlers, such as looting, vandalism and shooting. In addition, settler attacks on Palestinian
vehicles and the seizure, vandalism, and looting of their property. Moreover, many farms have
been targeted with acts of vandalism, particularly olive trees, which are constantly uprooted.

Six Palestinians were killed by settlers in their coordinated and systematic attacks on Palestinians
and their property, which totaled more than 1,187 incidents. Additionally, more than 1,300
Palestinian farmer trees were uprooted, damaged, vandalized, or poisoned.

Undoubtedly, Israeli settler attacks on Palestinians and their property gravely violate international
human rights embodied in the International Bill of Human Rights, particularly the Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, which forbids
all types of violence.

Settle attacks also violate the rights of Palestinians to life, liberty and safety. Additionally,
Palestinians do not have the right to hold the settlers accountable for the crimes and have a fair
trial in court.

Settler attacks go against Geneva Convention IV, which states that the occupying power shall
in all circumstances treat persons humanely. In addition, under Article 27 of the Convention,
Israel shall at all times treat Palestinians humanely and protect them, especially against all acts
of violence or threats.




in the occupied territories. In fact, the occupation forces are required by international law to
safeguard and maintain them. Additionally, Article 8 of the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court confirms that acts of looting and vandalism are crimes.

as affirmed by the UN General Assembly. What the Israeli occupation forces do is a clear violation
of the sovereignty of Palestinians over their natural resources and the right of Palestinians to self-
determination and freedom, as guaranteed by all international laws. According to Resolution 1803
(XVII), states and international organizations must firmly and sincerely respect the sovereignty
of peoples and countries over their natural resources in line with the United Nations Charter and
the resolution’s principles.

The occupation forces continue to impose their control over the Palestinians and their property
in the West Bank, particularly in Area C, which accounts for over 60% of the West Bank, with
the exception of East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip. Area C witnesses the greatest rate of
Palestinian home demolitions and forcible evictions due to rigorous Israeli planning regulations
that support the Israeli settlement project. Out of over 60% of the land in Area C, the percentage
of Palestinians who have building licenses is less than 1%.

Among the most obvious violations of international law committed by the Israeli occupation
forces against Palestinians are demolitions and forced displacement, through which Israel aims
to empty the land of Palestinians and advance its settlement project.

According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, the Israeli occupation
forces have destroyed more than 955 Palestinian-owned buildings since the start of 2022 in the
occupied Palestinian territories, including 140 homes and facilities that had been provided by
European Union institutions. As a result, 28,479 Palestinians were affected, and 1,031 were taken
from their homes and jobs and placed somewhere else. Housing and other service facilities, as
well as educational institutions, are included in the demolition policy in these locations. The
Israeli occupation forces delivered demolition orders to 56 educational institutions in the West
Bank and East Jerusalem in 2022.

Demolitions frequently come with forced evictions and population transfers. Many Palestinians
in the occupied territories, particularly in the pastoral and Bedouin communities in Area C, were
forced to leave their lands and homes. The pastoral regions of “Ras Al-Tin” were the subject of a
forced displacement in July 2022 that involved 19 households totaling 100 individuals. The Israeli
occupation forces targeted many communities in Masafer Yatta in Hebron for demolition and
forced displacement, claiming that these sites were designated as “firing zones” and a closed
military area. The Israeli occupation forces frequently use this as one of their justifications for
transferring these lands into settlements, which, in every instance, runs counter to the occupying
state’s duties set down in international humanitarian law.

International law prohibits an occupying power from initiating armed force against its occupied
territory. As stated in Article 46 of the 1907 Hague Convention, international humanitarian law
forbids the seizure of private property and condemns attacks on it. Additionally, according to
Geneva Convention IV article 53, the destruction of property is prohibited unless it is required
by military necessity. Such destruction is rendered absolutely necessary by military operations.
Israel continues to attack and destroy property in the occupied Palestinian territories without



In 2010, the Israeli company “Givot Olam” started selling oil extracted from the Rantis field to
Israeli oil refineries at a rate exceeding 8,000 barrels per day, extracted from five wells that were
drilled in the occupied Palestinian territories in 1948. This company has exclusive exploration
and production concession rights for oil and gas until 2032, subject to renewal. It is estimated
that this reserve has more than 1.5 billion barrels of oil and 182 billion cubic feet of gas, which are
worth a total of more than $155 billion. Over $100 billion is thought to be the Palestinian side’s
portion of the Rantis oil and gas reserve.

In August 2016, the chairman of the Board of Directors of the Palestine Investment Fund (PIF)
and the previous Palestinian administration, represented by the Minister of National Economy,
signed a collaboration deal to develop the Rantis oil field. This agreement was the first Palestinian
attempt to make use of gas and oil fields in Palestine and natural resources in Area C in order to
develop the Palestinian economy and create employment opportunities. However, due to Israeli
control, dominance, exploitation, and theft of the Palestinian gas and oil fields located in Rantis
lands, these fields have not yet been put to use by Palestinians. Since 60% of the “Majd 5” field
is located within Area C, which is under full Israeli security and control, the Israeli occupation
forces have declared the other side of the field (the lands of the Palestinian village of Rantis) to
be a military border area, which means prohibiting any Palestinian development or investment
in the oil field.

Within its coastal borders, the Gaza Strip has many gas fields. The most famous of them is the
Gaza Marine Field, which is 37 kilometers off the coast and has almost one trillion cubic meters
of gas. Although the field was found in 1998, the gas wasn’t collected from it until recently.
Despite the fact that the British Gas Company had a provisional agreement to extract the gas, it
was later revoked. Even though there isn’t enough gas in this field to export, there is enough for
the Palestinian energy industry to become completely self-sufficient.

It should be noted that the occupation authorities forbid the Palestinian Authority from exploring
for any oil or gas fields (like the Gaza Marine Field) that stretch across the shores of Gaza.
Moreover, the Israeli occupation forces attempt to prevent any agreements that the Palestinian
Authority may sign with gas extraction companies, assuming that gas extraction would improve
the Palestinian energy sector and reduce Gaza’s dependence on Israel.

The Oslo Accords, which were signed by the Palestine Liberation Organization and the Israeli
occupation forces, set a 20-mile limit on the fishing area. Since 2000, the Israeli occupation
forces have violated the terms of the Accords by using the area that was designated for fishing
as a collective punishment measure against Palestinians. The area was purposefully reduced to
a range of 3 to 12 miles, and in certain cases, sailing was prohibited. Additionally, there were
violations against fishermen and their boats, which undoubtedly had an impact on their ability to
work and on the national economy.

International law explicitly forbids the Israeli occupation forces from controlling and exploiting
Palestinian natural resources for their own advantage and their settlements. The occupation
forces are required by international law to administer these resources for the benefit of Palestinians




under Israeli control, which has had a negative impact on water needs, whether for drinking or
irrigating agricultural lands. In addition to Israel’s total control over all Jordan River sources,
the Israeli water company Mekorot, which provides water to the Palestinians in exchange for
payment, continues to be the main source of water for the Palestinian Water Authority. Palestinians
purchase water that was taken from their occupied lands from the Israeli company.

Additionally, more than 56 Palestinian freshwater springs in the West Bank have been repeatedly
attacked by lIsraeli settlers. In fact, 30 of these springs were completely taken in 2012 alone,
depriving the locals of their use.

As for the water supply in the Gaza Strip, the coastal aquifer basin is subject to a number of
issues, including an excessive amount of water being extracted from the Israeli side. Due to
decades of excessive groundwater extraction by the occupation authority and its settlements,
95.0% of the water in the Gaza Strip is unfit for human consumption. This is what leads people
to drill deep wells where the salinity of the water is high.

Itis important to note that Israeli control over water resources and the policy of land expropriation
have contributed to the loss in Palestinian agricultural production, which has resulted in a GDP
drop from 35% in 1972 to 4% in recent years. Women in Palestine were mostly dependent on
employment in agriculture. Since women were mostly dependent on employment in agriculture,
the proportion of working women in Palestine decreased.

The West Bank’s lands are distinguished by their unique nature, which causes them to have a
large number of quarries. There are more than 250 quarries throughout the region, especially in
the limestone hills of Hebron and Bethlehem. The World Bank estimates that there are around
20,000 dunums of land suitable for use as quarries in the Palestinian Territories Area C, making
it one of the most significant natural resources in Palestine.

Since 1994, Israel has prohibited giving permits to Palestinians for the construction of new
quarries or the development of existing ones. The majority of the quarries are in Palestinian
Area C, facilitating Israeli control over those quarries. The value of the stone stolen from them is
estimated at seven million tons of stone annually from those quarries. Along with these actions,
Israel has taken other measures to restrict the stone and marble industry in Palestine. The Israeli
occupation forces confiscate Palestinian quarry tools, prohibit the marketing and export of
Palestinian stones and marble, and deny Palestinians access to modern technology.

Considered to be one of Palestine’s largest oil reserves, the Rantis oil field is situated west of
Ramallah. The majority of the oil reserve (more than 60%) is situated inside the boundaries of
the West Bank; nevertheless, the Israeli occupation has been drilling there since the 1980s.
This prompted the Israeli company “Givot Olam” to begin developing the reserve in 2004, even
though it had begun exploratory drilling in the Majd Basin on Rantis lands in 1994 through
the “Majd 2,” “Majd 3,” and “Majd 4” wells. In order for the Occupation Forces to exploit and
maintain control over the basin, the Israeli authorities altered the apartheid wall, which runs 4 km
across Rantis Land near the 1967 borders, to include additional areas of the basin.



new neighborhoods, constructing roads and establishing various projects. The Bennett-Lapid
government made plans to construct 7,292 housing units. For the sake of expanding settlements
in the West Bank and Jerusalem, this administration has approved 83 plans and kept 92 more
plans for approval in the future. This contributed to the steady increase witnessed in 2022, a
26% rise above the average during the Netanyahu administrations in 2012 and 2020.

2022 witnessed the largest land confiscation against Palestinians in the West Bank. The
occupation forces seized 21,959 dunums as natural reserves, which was followed by a decision
to eventually allocate these lands for settlement purposes; Similar to how Abu Ghneim Mountain
in Jerusalem was confiscated as a nature reserve in 1997, 60,000 trees were then uprooted from
it, and it was eventually transferred to Har Homa, one of the biggest settlements in the West
Bank.

Since the occupation of the Palestinian territories began, all of Palestine’s natural resources
have been subjected to severe and ongoing Israeli violations. Despite the fact that the natural
resources are located within areas controlled by the Palestinian Authority, such as the Jordan
Valley and the Jordan River, Israel pursues a consistent and all-encompassing policy of theft,
exploitation, corruption, and control over all Palestinian natural resources, such as agricultural
lands that are subject to bulldozing, destruction, vandalism, and the uprooting of trees, as well
as preventing Palestinians from cultivating them. Israel controls groundwater, and Palestinians
are denied access to groundwater as well as the Jordan River.

Israel is keen on controlling natural resources; therefore, it issued Military Order No. 92, which
allowed Israel to control the West Bank’s three primary water sources since occupying it in 1967.
By expropriating it and limiting it with military orders, Israel prohibited Palestinians from using
water sources, which goes against economic, social and even cultural rights in the occupied
territories. The Israeli occupation policy regarding natural resources, especially water resources,
has an impact on Palestinians’ rights to food, water, shelter, education and access to health care.

While Israel sought to provide its citizens in Israel and the settlements built on occupied
Palestinian lands with water and modern infrastructure, Palestinian women, children, the elderly,
the sick, and agricultural communities were all threatened by water scarcity as a result of Israel’s
discriminatory and strict occupation policies. Israeli Occupation Forces shut down, limited,
and cancelled permits for water facilities and also forbade their development without military
approval.

One of Palestine’s most valuable natural resources is water, which has been violated by Israel
since the occupation started. In the occupied Palestinian territories, Israel’s policies towards
groundwater and its sources are unjust, particularly groundwater aquifers. Israel is attempting to
take up to 53.0% of the groundwater aquifers in ancient Palestine, even though the West Bank
has 13.0% of those aquifers. Only 15% of the water from these aquifers goes to the Palestinians,
whereas 85% goes to Israel.

The number and depth of wells that Palestinians in the West Bank dig to extract water are also




The settlement project violates accords, conventions and customary international laws. With
reference to Article 46 of the Hague Convention on Land Warfare of 1907, it expressly states that
“family honor and rights, the lives of persons, private property, as well as religious convictions
and practices, must be respected.” “Private property cannot be confiscated.” It is forbidden to
seize or confiscate property, which Israel violates in its settlement policy.

Articles 27 and 49 of the Geneva Convention IV emphasize the responsibility of the occupying
power to protect the fundamental interests of the population under its occupation. They also
forbid the occupying country from relocating or expelling its population to the lands it occupies
for political, racial, or colonial reasons.

Several international agreements strongly condemn this and emphasize the need for Israel to
withdraw from the occupied Palestinian territories, «on which Israel today builds its settlements.»
An advisory from the International Court of Justice confirmed that the settlements built by Israel
on the occupied Palestinian territory «constitute a clear violation of international law.» Resolution
242 in 1967 and Security Council Resolution No. 2334 in 2016 condemn the establishment and
expansion of settlements, as well as the appropriation of land, the destruction of homes, and the
eviction of Palestinians, in the occupied Palestinian territories since 1967 and East Jerusalem.

The settler colonialism project in the occupied Palestinian territories remains a priority for Israeli
governments. As of the date of this report, Israel has continuously attempted to expand since its
inception by forcibly seizing lands. The integrity and unity of the occupied Palestinian territories
are now threatened by Israel’s annexation plans. The possibility of establishing any future
Palestinian state in accordance with the two-state solution, upon which the entire peace process
was based and adopted by the international community, is now threatened.

Over two million dunums of the occupied Palestinian territories have been taken over and
evicted since 1967. This is what Israel continues to do under a variety of military and security
justifications to support its policy of land expropriation and seizure, which it frequently employs
to support its settlement programs and maintain its grip over the West Bank.

From a legal perspective, the seizure and confiscation of land constitutes a grave violation
of the principles of the United Nations that respect territorial sovereignty, integrity, and self-
determination, which are enshrined in the United Nations Charter.

The Hague Conventions of 1907, the Geneva Convention IV of 1949, and numerous United
Nations resolutions, especially United Nations Security Council Resolution 242, all forbade the
seizure of land by war or force. However, Israel continues to this day to seize territory from the
occupied Palestinian territories.

Additionally, 2022 saw an increase in the growth of Israeli policies in favor of outposts and
settlements, as there were cases of confiscations in the occupied West Bank. Furthermore,
as illustrated by the statistics in Appendix 1, we observe the continuation of Israeli policies
that involve expanding settlements and housing units by seizing private property, developing



This report gives a brief overview of the human rights situation in the West Bank and the occupied
Palestinian territories in 2022. The report focuses on prominent violations of human rights.
The report starts with the new colonial settlements in the West Bank, which have led to the
confiscation of lands and resources and the eviction of residents, as well as a number of attacks
and obstacles by the Israeli occupation and settlers against Palestinians and their property.

The report primarily focuses on the overall human rights situation in the occupied Palestinian
territories as well as the attacks by the Israeli occupation and settlers against Palestinians and
their property, particularly in Area C of the Palestinian territories, as defined by the 1993 Oslo
Accords, while linking them to violations of international laws, resolutions and customs. The
report also sheds light on the responsibilities of Israel as an occupying power towards the people
living in the occupied areas, as stated in international laws and customs.

Since 1967, the Israeli occupation government has unlawfully and unconstitutionally moved a
significant number of Jewish civilians into the occupied Palestinian lands, pursuing a settler
colonialism project. Israel has kept building settlements ever since occupying the West Bank
after the 1967 war.

Despite the Oslo Accords being signed in 1993, which laid the foundation for the two-state
solution between Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization, the peace process failed to
stop the occupation’s settlement policies in spite of international agreements and laws that
condemn them. As of the time this report was written, there were over 726,500 settlers living in
the West Bank and Jerusalem in 176 settlements and 186 outposts.

It should be noted that there are other colonial settlements in the West Bank and Jerusalem,
including 94 Israeli occupation army camps in addition to 50 settlement-affiliated tourism,
service and industrial sites. This is due to the continuous control of settlement organizations
over 150 Palestinian-owned homes in Jerusalem, supported by the Israeli occupation forces, as
these homes were turned into settlement or military barracks.

Without regard for international pressure to “immediately” halt settlement expansion, the
occupation government carried out its policies and settlement plans at the same rate as previous
governments.The settlement project involves political, economic, and military goals as well as
strategies that aim to remove native Palestinians from their land and replace them with Jewish
settlers. The settlement project is a serious violation of international law.

It is important to note that Israel adopted a comprehensive policy in 2022 to legalize settlement
outposts. Following the ruling of Israel’s Supreme Court, which states that it may issue permits to
settlement outposts if the confiscation of their land satisfies the requirement of “good faith”—a
broad term that opens the door to the actual approval of the construction of outposts on
Palestinian-owned lands, based on this loose term, the Israeli court approved Mitzpe Dani and
Mitzpe Kramim, two settlement outposts in Ramallah, in 2022.

The Office of the State Attorney also mentioned the possibility of outposts being connected to
the state’s official power grid. By the end of 2022, there were 12 settlement outposts in Ramallah,
Nablus, Salfit, Qalgilya, Hebron, Bethlehem and Tubas.
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kidnapping and murder of Mohammed Abu Khdeir. The first clear appearance of house arrest
occurred in July 2014, and it spread after the Jerusalem Intifada in October 2015.

Because Israeli law does not allow their imprisonment, the occupation authorities resort to house
arrest as a form of punishment for children under the age of 14 in Jerusalem. Children are kept
under house arrest, during which time the Israeli court examines their file until the end of the judicial
procedures against them, and this period is not counted in the period of the actual sentence that
is later issued against the child.

The child is required to wear an electronic tracking bracelet with GBS throughout this time and is
not permitted to leave the house at all. In addition to that, open house arrest without a set time limit
and excessive bail and fines. According to official statistics, there were more than 214 cases of
house arrest for children in 2022.

The Israeli occupation authorities implemented the deportation policy in the city of Jerusalem on
a large scale in 2022. The Israeli court issued more than 871 illegal deportations, whether from Al-
Agsa Mosque, residential areas, or the entire city of Jerusalem. In addition to that, the complete
deportation from Palestine, similar to what happened to the Palestinian prisoner from Jerusalem,
attorney Salah Hamouri, when he received his administrative detention order, the occupation forces
deported him to France, whose nationality he holds.

He was forcefully deported outside of the Palestinian areas by the occupation authorities on
12/18/2022 after they removed his citizenship under the pretext of “violating allegiance to the state.”
This constitutes a clear violation of Article 29 of the Fourth Geneva Convention, which prohibits
forced displacement, and a grave violation by the occupation forces that requires punishment
under Article 147 of the same convention.

Israeli occupation forces, which demand “loyalty” from residents of the occupied Palestinian
territories, also violate international law, specifically Article 68 of the Fourth Geneva Convention
and customary Article 45 of the Laws and Customs of War on Land (Hague IV), which was signed
on October 18, 1907.

The treatment of attorney Salah Al-Hamouri by the Israeli occupation forces has created an
opportunity for Israel to evict Palestinians from Jerusalem to seek foreign citizenship and residency.

The Israeli Occupation Forces continued their attacks on the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood. The far-
right occupation Knesset member Itamar Ben-Gvir and other settlers conducted regular attacks on
the neighborhood under Israeli occupation forces’ protection.

Additionally, from October 8 to October 19, 2022, the Israeli occupation forces closed off ‘Anata,
its surroundings, and the Shu’fat Camp, home to roughly 150,000 Palestinians, turning it into a
closed military zone. The occupation stationed its troops and blocked any attempts by Palestinians
to enter or leave the area.




Greek Orthodox Patriarchate in occupied Jerusalem were also attacked by a group of settlers.

Human rights, customs and international law all clearly demand that the occupation authorities
respect the freedom and right of civilians to practice their religions and to respect and protect their
places of worship. The systematic and ongoing occupation policy towards religious sites in the
occupied Palestinian territories clearly violates these rights. According to the UN, the Old City of
Jerusalem and its walls are on the list of World Heritage Sites. All sides must uphold the current
situation regarding the sacred sites in the Old City of Jerusalem.

The lIsraeli occupation forces continued their relentless attacks on Palestinian institutions
in occupied Jerusalem, closing 28 active institutions, associations and organizations in 2022.
Additionally, they said that the institutions will remain closed because, according to them, doing
so would violate “Israeli sovereignty” over occupied Jerusalem.

The so-called “Israelization” of education in the city was a result of the occupation policies. Six
schools had their licenses withdrawn by the Israeli government, which claimed that these schools
encouraged violence against Israelis and included antisemitic messages. Both the Al-Iman Schools
in Beit Hanina and the Ibrahimi School in Al-Sawanah were affected by the decision. In addition,
there had been more raids on Jerusalem-based Palestinian educational institutions. Several times,
the Israeli Occupation Forces conducted raids at the Al-lman secondary schools and Al-Quds
University in Abu Dis.

The number of Israeli assaults against Palestinians sharply increased in Jerusalem in 2022. This
year, there were 19 killed, 2486 injured, and 489 settler attacks, of which 112 were physical abuse.
It is noteworthy that journalist Shireen Abu Akleh, 51, was assassinated this year despite the fact
that she was wearing a jacket and a helmet with the word “press” written on it.

The occupation forces continued their arrest campaigns directed against the residents of Jerusalem.
They arrested 3,544 Palestinians during 2022. The occupation courts issued 276 arrests against
Palestinians, including 96 administrative detentions.

The Israeli occupation created a new type of prison, specifically for the people of Jerusalem
and their children, which is referred to as “house arrest.” The wave of protests that followed the



In 2022, there were about 70 settlement plans and about 22,000 new settlement units in many
settlements inside and around Jerusalem. These plans and colonization projects included the
construction of the so-called “fake cemeteries” and the construction of cities and gardens over
Islamic cemeteries, as well as bulldozing and confiscating them. Al-Yusufiyah cemetery, which
is close to Al-Agsa Mosque, Ma’aman Allah cemetery, Bab al-Rahma cemetery and others were
among the cemeteries that were targeted.

One of the settlement projects in Jerusalem was the cable car, which connected the Mount of
Olives with Bab al-Maghariba (also known as the Moroccan Gate) and Hebron Gate (also known
as the Jaffa Gate) in the Old City. It was here that the occupation started implementing a project
to make it easier for settlers to access the Old City and the Al-Buraq Wall square.

The occupation started implementing a project at the end of June with the intention of registering
Jewish Israelis as the owners of lands close to Al-Agsa Mosque, including the lands inside
the so-called “National Park,” around the Old City walls, and south of Al-Agsa Mosque, and
transferring them to Israeli settler organizations.

The Israeli occupation forces continued their demolition policy in Jerusalem in 2022, with 306
demolitions and 220 demolition notices.

The Al-Agsa Mosque continued to be violated by Israeli occupation soldiers and settlers in
2022. Attacks by settlers on the Al-Agsa Mosque increased, with approximately 60,089 settlers
breaking into its grounds in the Israeli-occupied city of Jerusalem while being heavily guarded
by Israeli occupation forces. The highest of these invasions, with 8,224 settlers acting under the
pretext of Jewish holidays, occurred in October 2022.

In addition to the attacks, Palestinian worshipers were forcibly removed, detained, and deported
by the lIsraeli occupation forces. The lIsraeli occupation administration kept excavating and
bulldozing beneath Al-Agsa Mosque, and prevented critical maintenance from being done both
within and outside the mosque.

The limits placed on Holy Saturday to restrict entry for Christian worshipers to the Church of
the Holy Sepulchre were one of the most notable abuses committed by the occupation against
Christians and churches in Jerusalem. Additionally, as Shireen Abu Akleh’s family and friends
were grieving, Israeli occupation soldiers invaded the Al-Liga Center for Religious and Heritage
Studies in the Holy Land in Beit Hanina. The “Holy Spirit” Church and the Greek Garden of the
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On the other hand, | call on the Secretary-General of the United Nations to actively work to develop an
international plan to end the occupation of the land of the State of Palestine, in order to achieve peace,
security and stability in the region based on the United Nations resolutions and the Arab Peace Initiative.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| listened in the last few days what US President Joe Biden, Israeli Prime Minister Yair Lapid and other
world leaders said in support of the two-State solution, and this is positive. The real test of the seriousness
and credibility of this position is for the Israeli government to sit at the negotiating table immediately to
implement the two-State so-lution on the basis of the relevant United Nations resolutions and the Arab
Peace Initi-ative and the cessation of all unilateral measures that undermine the two-state solution.

The State of Palestine yearns for peace, so let us make this peace in order to live in se-curity, stability and
prosperity, for the sake of our future generations and all the peo-ples of the region.

At the end of my speech, | want to say to our people and to the whole world, that | am proud that | have
spent several decades of my life struggling with my brothers from the leaders of the Palestinian people,
those who perished and those who are waiting, in or-der to preserve the rights of our heroic and brave
people, who struck the most wonder-ful models of heroism despite all the conspiracies and pressures
exerted on us and ex-erted on our people, we have maintained our independent national decision and re-
mained loyal to our national principles, and we renew our refusal to receive any in-structions or orders from
any party.

All glory to the righteous martyrs of the Palestinian people who enlightened the path of freedom and
independence with their pure blood. They will remain symbols that the Palestinian generations will remember
with gratitude and reverence, generation after generation, and we remain accountable to them.

As for our brave prisoners, the living conscience of our people, who sacrifice their free-dom for the sake of
the freedom of their people, these people cannot be described in words. They are living martyrs, they are
heroes and firm leaders, and we have an obli-gation to secure their freedom, and we will not abandon them.
We will not leave their sons and daughters and their families, and we tell them and our detained children
and the heroic prisoner Nasser Abu Hmaid and his companions that dawn is coming, and it is time for
their chains to be broken. Greetings from me and our entire people to all our heroic martyrs and families.
| salute from this podium Nasser’s mother, the moth-er of prisoners and martyrs, and it is unfortunate that
the occupation authorities did not allow her to see her captive, heroic son for one minute as he is struggling
with death due to medical negligence.

In conclusion, | say to you, ladies and gentlemen, who represent the international community and
international legitimacy, that the occupation will inevitably end, now or after a while. So come now and
uphold your obligations and implement your resolu-tions to achieve just and comprehensive peace instead
of seeing it achieved through more victims and bloodshed.




it and suspend its membership in the international or-ganization. (We have submitted our request to the
Secretary-General of the United Na-tions in this regard).

The State of Palestine will also initiate procedures for joining other international or-ganizations, particularly
the Intellectual Property Organization, the World Health Or-ganization, and the International Civil Aviation
Organization.

The Security Council has adopted clear resolutions whose implementation will achieve a just and
comprehensive peace, the latest of which is resolution 2334. The role of the Security Council is not limited
to adopting resolutions only, but it must take practical steps to implement them, and it is not acceptable
that Security Council resolutions ap-ply to some countries only (double standards), and if the Security
Council fails to carry out its tasks, there is a clear role for the United Nations General Assembly to which
we will resort.

If attempts continue to obstruct our endeavors to obtain full membership of the State of Palestine in the
United Nations, protect the Palestinian people, their rights and their state, and adopt practical steps to
end the occupation and achieve peace, it becomes imperative for us to go to the General Assembly again,
seeking a determination on the legal and political steps that must be adopted, to reach to that end. At this
point, we hope, and we are all confident, that the General Assembly will fully assume its respon-sibilities.

| am confident that you will understand why we are taking these steps now. During all the past years, we
have left no door but knocked on it in order to persuade Israel to re-turn to the negotiating table on the basis
of international legitimacy resolutions and signed agreements, but it refused and refuses to do so.

Ladies and Gentlemen, with appreciation for what the international community has done, or tried to do in
terms of political and material support and backing for our peo-ple and their just cause, it has, unfortunately,
been unable to end the occupation, deter the heinous and continuous Israeli aggression against our people,
provide internation-al protection for it, and bring it to its legitimate rights to freedom and independence, like
the rest of the peoples of the world. The occupying power continues to behave as a state above the law.

It is surprising that countries like the United States of America claim to be the protec-tors of international
law and human rights, provide unlimited support to Israel, protect it from accountability and help it to move
forward with its aggressive policies, and in contempt for the international community as a whole, and Israel
could not have done this without cover or support from these countries.

Some of these countries were basically partners in issuing the resolutions that caused the Palestinian
people’s Nakba (catastrophe), the ominous Balfour Declaration and the Mandate Instrument, and they
continued to prejudice the rights of the Palestinian peo-ple when they refused to compel Israel to end its
occupation and stop its aggression, and to respect the relevant United Nations resolutions. Therefore, they
bear the re-sponsibility with Israel for the plight of the Palestinian people. Accordingly, we call on Britain,
America and Israel to acknowledge their responsibility for this great crime committed against our people,
apologize and make reparations, and provide compen-sation to the Palestinian people as recognized by
international law.

It saddens us, ladies and gentlemen, that the United States of America and a number of European countries
that advocate adhering to the Two-State solution and recognize Is-rael have not yet recognized the State of
Palestine, and threaten to use the veto against our legitimate pursuit of full membership in the international
organization. Palestine, the observer State for ten years, has proven its worth for full membership, after it
worked seriously and responsibly with the rest of the world in relevant international committees and bodies,
and successfully and efficiently chaired the Group of 77 and China.

What prevents them from recognizing the State of Palestine and accepting its full membership in the United
Nations? Therefore, we renew our request for this member-ship now, and why are double standards being
exercised against us?



for violating international law? Who is protecting Isra-el from being held accountable? Why these double
standards when it comes to Israel?

Israel has not refrained from the repeated violation of our land and its recent closure of the headquarters
of six Palestinian human rights organizations operating in the Pales-tinian territory, in accordance with
Palestinian and international law, after it had ac-cused them in the past of being terrorist organizations,
while the whole world rejected and condemned this accusation, after confirming it was baseless.

Since its inception, Israel has committed brutal crimes against our people, when it de-stroyed 529 Palestinian
villages, expelled their residents from them during and after the 1948 war, and expelled 950,000 Palestinian,
more than half of the Palestinian peo-ple at the time, from their homes, according to the records of the
United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA). UNRWA) and committed more than fifty massacres
since 1948 to this day, which claimed the lives of tens of thousands of children, women, the elderly and
innocent people, and everyone remembers the massacre of children in the war on Gaza last year, which
killed 67 children.

| put before you lists of these destroyed villages and massacres, and | call upon Israel from your podium to
acknowledge its responsibility for the destruction of these villag-es and the massacres and the displacement
of Palestinian citizens, and to apologize to the Palestinian people, and to bear the legal, political, moral and
material responsibil-ity, and we will demand the International Criminal Court to begin investigating these
crimes immediately.

Does the Israeli people want to be and remain a colonizer of another people forever? What are the moral
and human values that justify silence on this injustice and the harm that their government inflicts on the
Palestinian people?

We do not accept that we remain the only party that adheres to the agreements we signed with Israel in
1993, agreements that no longer exist on the ground, due to Is-rael’s continued violation of them. Despite
our demand for it to end its occupation and to stop its aggressive measures and policies, as well as to stop
all unilateral actions that were stipulated in the Oslo Accords, and which President Biden mentioned to me
per-sonally, but they continued to perpetuate this occupation and these measures and poli-cies, leaving us
with no other choice but to reconsider the entire relationship with Isra-el.

Thus, it has become our right, and even our obligation, to search for other means to obtain our rights and
achieve peace based on justice, including implementing the deci-sions taken by our Palestinian leadership
bodies, especially the Palestinian Central Council.

We take these decisions in order to preserve our national presence on our land, and in order to preserve
our historical rights in our homeland, under the umbrella of the Pal-estine Liberation Organization, the sole
legitimate representative of our Palestinian people, under whose banner the Palestinian people gather
everywhere in the world. Home, in refugee camps and in the diaspora.

Honorable Audience, the United Nations, with its various bodies, has issued hundreds of resolutions related
to Palestine and not a single one of them has been implemented (754 resolutions of the General Assembly,
97 resolutions of the Security Council, 96 resolutions of the Human Rights Council).

Therefore, | present today to this UN organization, the title of international legitimacy in this world, with a
formal request to implement General Assembly resolution 181, which formed the basis for the two-state
solution in 1947, as well as resolution 194 call-ing for the right of return of Palestine refugees. Perhaps
| need to remind you that Is-rael’s commitment to implement these two resolutions was a condition for
the ac-ceptance of its membership in your esteemed international organization. We ask you, in the event
of Israel’s refusal to comply and the failure to implement these two resolu-tions, to impose sanctions on




His Excellency Mr. Csaba Kordsi, President of the United Nations General Assembly, Your Excellency Mr.
Antoénio Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations, Ladies and gentlemen, heads and members of
delegations,

Peace, mercy and blessings of God,

| speak to you on behalf of more than fourteen million Palestinian people, whose par-ents and grandparents lived
through the tragedy of the “Nakba” seventy-four years ago, and they are still living the effects of this “Nakba”,
which is a disgrace to humanity, es-pecially those who conspired, planned and carried out this heinous crime.

Moreover, more than five million Palestinians have been suffering under the Israeli military occupation for fifty-
four years.

Today, on behalf of the Palestinian people, to whom | am proud to belong, | tell you that our confidence in
achieving a peace based on justice and international law is wan-ing, due to the Israeli occupation policies. Do
you want to kill what remains of hope in our souls?

It has become clear, ladies and gentlemen, that Israel, which disavows the resolutions of international legitimacy,
has decided not to be our partner in the peace process. Is-rael is the one that destroyed the Oslo Accords it
signed with the Palestine Liberation Organization. It is the one that, with its current policy, has premeditated
and deter-mined to destroy the two-state solution, which proves with conclusive evidence that they do not
believe in peace, but in the policy of imposing a fait accompli by brute force and aggression, and therefore
there is no longer an Israeli partner with whom to talk. It thus ends the contractual relationship with us, and
makes the relationship be-tween the State of Palestine and Israel a relationship between an occupying state
and an occupied people, and nothing else. We will not deal with Israel except on this basis, and we demand the
international community to deal with it on this basis as well. This is Is-rael’s choice, not ours.

Israel is carrying out a frantic campaign to confiscate our lands and spread its colonial settlements and plunder
our resources, as if this land was empty and had no owners, just as it did in 1948. It is also unleashing the hand
of the army and terrorist settlers who are killing our Palestinian people in broad daylight, stealing their lands
and water, burning and demolishing their homes, and forcing them to pay the price for the demo-lition, or force
them to demolish it with their own hands and uproot their trees, all with official protection.

Moreover, the Israeli government allowed the formation of racist Jewish terrorist or-ganizations that practice
terrorism against our people, and provided them with protec-tion as they attack the Palestinians and call for
their expulsion from their homes. At the top of these terrorist organizations are the Hilltop Youth, the price tag
groups, Lahava, and the Temple Trustees, and these terrorist organizations are led by members of the Israeli
Knesset, and, in this context, we call on the international community to put these terrorist organizations on the
lists of global terrorism.

Israel has left us nothing of the land to establish our independent state in light of its frenzied settlement attack,
so where will our people live in freedom and dignity? Where will we establish our independent state to live
in peace with our neighbors? The settlers now constitute about 751,000, which constitutes 25% of the total
population in the West Bank and Jerusalem. Israel kills our people without accountability, as it did with the
Palestinian journalist Shireen Abu Agleh, who was killed by an Israeli sniper. Shireen has a dual Palestinian-
American citizenship. | challenge the US to prosecute those who killed her. The religious holy sites, Christian
and Islamic, especially in Jeru-salem, our eternal capital and the jewel of the crown. Here, we would like to
emphasize our adherence to the Hashemite custodianship of these holy sites.

Israel is imposing forged educational curricula in our schools in occupied Jerusalem, in violation of international
law, and disrupts the presidential and legislative elections in Palestine, by preventing Palestinian citizens of
Jerusalem from participating in them, as took place in three previous elections (1996, 2005, 2006), and enacts
racist laws that it perpetuates a system of racial discrimination, an Apartheid against our people in front of
the international community, and evades accountability and punishment, so why not hold Israel accountable
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